


Introduction to the Celephais Press Edition.

DolwhatfhouiltishallBefheholelGfthelaw. ]

Theltextsicompiledlinithelpresentlvolumelwereloriginallylpublishedlinl
1923lorithereaboutsibylthelBaskervillelPress,ILondonlasinos./1-3linlthel
“MasoniclHandbookISeries,”Iwhichlranltolfivell6molvolumes,laround!
1007 pages! apiecel (no.l 4,1 The[History[Handbookl andl no.1 5,0 The[Higher
DegreesHandbooklarelherelomitted; thellatterlisidoing’thelroundslofithel
Internetlasiplaintext).lINolattemptlhasibeenimadeltolretainlpagination,l
layoutlorlstylelofl thatledition.ll Theladvertisements! (for]l publishers,lal
supplierl ofl Masonicl regalia,l al tobacconist] and! thel Masonicl Study!
Society)lwhichlappearedlinithelprintleditionslarelnotireproduced.lIAll
otherltext,lintroductoryl matterl and!illustrations! havel beenl retained.[l
Theltracinglboardldesignsididinotlappearlinithelprintledition,ltheylarel
lifted’fromlanotheriworklas’theylarelreferencedliniWard’sltext.l

IlshouldlstatelthatlIlhaveldonelwhatlsomelmaylconsideritolbeltami
peringiwithlthelauthor’stext;[thislwaslpurelylinithelhopesiofimakinglit]
morelcomprehensible,lthus:IWard,linlcommonlwithmanylotherlFreel
masonsiwritinglbookslwhichImightIfalllintolthelhandsloflcowansland]
eavesdroppers,] seemsl tol havel hadl almost al manial forl abbreviating!
wordslorlreplacingllettersibyldotsi(“sn.”Iforl*sign,”“sq.”Iforl“square,”]
“c.f..n”Iforl“coffin,”l“p...rs”Iforl “pillars,”] &c.);lwherel it was] reason]
ablyl clearl whatl wasl meantl this! hasl beenl silentlyl undone,l thel mainl
exceptionlbeinglinlrespectiofltheltitlesloflthelofficersioflalLodgel(thesel
arelgivenlafteritheltableloficontents).!

It may! bel objected! thatl forl anyl Freemason! thisl would! bel uni
necessary,landlthislbooklisloflnolpossiblelinterestitolanyonelelse.[[Thel
firstl may( bell true;l thel second!isl notl.0.0.0 quite.]]1 Thel rituals] of] Freel
masonrylhavel hadlal greatlinfluencel onlthel developmentl oflthosel of]
otherl initiatoryl societies,! andl evenl inl thel absence! of] characteristicl
symbolsisuchlasithelsquarelandicompasses, thellegendlofithelbuilding!
oflSolomon’si Temple,l &c., thelstructurallandl thematicl parallelsiarelin]
somelcaseslquitelmarkedtolthoselwholcomparelthelrituals;isolinsights]
intolthelsignificationloflonelsetlofiritualsiImaylcarrylvaliditylforiothers.]

Ward’sl commentaries] primarilyl followl thel popularl English]
“Emulation”Iworking,lthoughlhelfrequentlynoticesivariations,lbothlin]
otherlEnglishlworkings(specificallymentioned,l/llamlamuseditolnote,]
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arelsomelworkedlherelinlLeeds)landlinlIrish,IScottishlandlUSIrituals.[l
Emulation,lasIworkedlca.]1950,Iwas! printedlinlal volumelcalledIDarkl
nessVisiblelbylalRomanistlantilMasoniclwritericalled]Walton]Hannah,]
which! probablyl remains! thel mostlaccessiblel waylforl nonIMasons{ tol
studylit,liflyoul canlignorelHannah’slpolemicsiwhichloccupylthelfirst]
thirdl ofl thel booklandlintrudel occasionallylinl footnotes! tol thel rituall
textsl(sincelHannah’slexposé,ritualsiunderithelUnited/GrandILodgelofl
Englandlhavelbeenlfurtherlchangedlbylthelremovallofitheltraditionall
penaltyiclausesifromithelObligations).llHannah,lhowever,lomittedithel
questionlandlanswerl “lectures”l explanatory! ofl the! ritual,] tol which!l
Wardl makes! reference.]] Somel versionsl ofl these!l (early] 19thl century)!
may’belfoundliniRichardICarlile’sIManual@f[Freemasonryll

Inlcaseltherelislanyldoubt,lllaminotlalFreemason.llllamlaffiliatedto]
alsocietylwhichloriginallylemergedlfromlnineteenthicentury!“fringe”l
Freemasonrylandimightlinlitsiearlylyearsihavelbeenlcharacterizedlas!
“irregular!Freemasonry”’l butlhas! not beenJany’kindlof Freemasonrylat]
alllforlsomeldecades.]

Alllmyl footnotesl arel inl squarel brackets. [ Somel arel onl pointsl of]
information,lmanylarelsimplyflippant,isarcasticlorlhostile.

Thel Wikpedial articlel onl Ward,[ citing! al studyl The[$ScholarCthe[
Builders[Rejectedbyl A.IR.IBakerl(apparentlyl publishedlinl ArsiQuatuor
Coronatorumol.[116,12003)Inotes thatlin(1987 thelUnited!GrandILodgel
oflEnglandifeltithelneed tolpubliclylstatelthat!Ward’slhandbookslhavel
nolofficiallstandinglinlEnglishiMasonry.lIThislinlanylcaselshouldlhavel
beenlclearlfrom thelauthor’s]prefaces;Ithelstatementlwaslprobablylin]
factinot’primarilylaimedlatimemberslofithelfraternitylwholmightlhavel
assumed! thel contrary,! rather] meant! asl al response!l to! antilMasonicl
writerslwholsoughtltoluselstatementsitakenloutloflcontextlfrom!Ward’s]
writingsitol“prove”lFreemasonryltolbel“alreligion,”landl/lorl*“occult]
(itlistalcommonplacelwithlsuchifolksltoltreat’anylwriterlwhoselwords!
canl bel twisted! tol suitl their] casel as! al Masonic! “authority”l whosel
opinionsisomehowl(constitutelanlofficialldogmalofithelcraft).]

Need!itl belsaidl thatlthel presentleditorldoes!notl agreel withImorel
thanlalsmallifractionlofiwhat!Wardlsays,leither?]

Lovelishedaw, DbveMndervill.l

T.SI
Leeds,[England!
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Common(@bbreviationstisedndhisiolume.:

(OfficerslinlalCraft.Lodge)!

W.M.Il WorshipfullMaster.]

S.W.II SeniorlWarden!

JW.T Junior’lWarden.l

S.D.I1T SenioriDeacon.]

J.D.I 1 JunioniDeacon.]

1.G.I 1 InnerlGuard.l
Can.ll Candidate.l
V.S.L.I VolumelofiSacrediLaw.]
E.A.ll Enteredl/Apprenticel(thelMasonicll®).l
F.C.I 1 FellowICraftl(thelMasonici2°).l
M.M.I MasterIMasonl(thelMasonicl3°).]
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The Entered Apprentice’s Handbook
I



Q.IAslalMason,[whencelcomelyou?l
A.llThelWest.l
Q.IWhitherldirectinglyouricourse?l
AllThelEast.l

Q.[Whatlinducementlhavelyoultolleavelthel
WestlandlgoltolthelEast?l

A.llTolseeklalMaster,landfromlhimltolgainl
instruction.]

(1stiSection(@f(Firstlecture.)!



AUTHOR’SIPREFACEI!

IT shouldl bel understood] thatl thel explanations! whichtl IT
nowl submitlforlyourlconsiderationlare,linlthelmain,Imyl
ownlviews.]lMany! brethrenl may’ disagreel withl meland!
arel perfectlyl entitled sol tol do,[ butl inl comingl tol thel
conclusionsllldo,[Ilharelcomparedithelmeaninglofisimilarl
symbolsl andl initiatory! rites,] bothl ancient] andl modern,]
andlappliedithelrecognisedirulesifollowedlinlthelstudylofl
comparativel religionl and! folklore.l [ In[ particular,[ thel
interpretation] placed! on theirl symbols! byl thel most!
educated! Hindoos! has! oftenl supplied! mel withlvaluablel
indications,laslhasithelKabala.llAtlithelsameltime,lllshould!
likel tol placel onl record! atl thel veryl beginningl al clear]
statementthatlllmakelnolclaimltolgivelanylauthoritativel
explanation,] andl thatl nol suchl explanationl exists.l [ It] is]
clearl thatl thel originall meaning! hasl inl many! cases! been!
lost,[likelthelgenuinelsecretsioflalMasterlMason,landlcan!
onlylbelrecovered! byl thel diligentlsearchland! hearty!col
operation]oflalllstudents,lamongstiwhomllltakelmyiplace,l
notlaslanlinspirediteacher,lbutiratherlaslalhumblelseekerl
after] thel truth,l andl just] asl falliblel asl anyl otherl honest!
investigator.!

Letl us! start’ byl considering! inl rotationl thel opening!
incidents! of! thelfirst!degree,! forl onel should! startl atl thel
verylbeginning.l

J.S.M.W.
June,1923.]



INTRODUCTIONI

BYITHEIHON.ISIRWJOHNIA.ICOCKBURN!
M.D.,[K.C.M.G.,IP.G.D.IEng.,[P.IDept.[G.M.S.lAustralia.

W.IBRo.!WardlislonelofithelmostlablelandlearnestiofiMal
soniclstudents./THebringsitolbearlonitheltaskloflresearchl
thel mind! of! al scholar,! enriched! by! extensivel reading,l
muchitravellandlalwidelexperiencelofimenlandlaffairs.linl
additionJtolbeinglalwelllknownlauthorloflMasoniclWorks,!
helwasithelFounderlofithe]lMasoniclStudylSociety,lwhosel
firstl Presidentl wasl thel latel Sir] Richard! Vassar! Trassar!
Smith,133°,0 andl inl whosel ranksl arel tol bel found] many!
eminent]Masoniclwriters.][ BrotherlWardlhasl byl precept]
andlexamplelledlothersitolbecomeleageriexplorerslinithel
realmsloflMasonicltruth.lIThelpresentlvolumelisINo.l1lin[
al series! ofl studies! as! tol thel meaning! of] ourl Ritual.[ [ It]
dealsl withl thel degreel ofl an] Entered] Apprenticel andl isl
calculated! tol inspirel thel younger! brethrenl withl thel
resolvelnottolcontentithemselvesiwithitheloutwardiform(
ofl ourl ceremonies,l beautifullthoughlitl be,l butltol gainl al
knowledgel of] thel indwellingl soull of] Masonry! and! tol
comprehendltheldeepl meaningl ofl thel rituall withl whichl
theylarelsteplbylsteplbecominglfamiliar./lHenceltheywilll
learnl tol regard! thel Craftl not] onlyl asl al worldl spread,[
civilisinglmedium,norlyetlonlylasithelmostlbenevolentlof]
alllinstitutions,/butlalsolaslalminelofisurpassingiwealthlinl
whichl thel Wisdoml ofl thel Agesl hasl becomel embedded!
andlpreserved.[[Bro./Wardlatltheloutsetldisarmslanythingl
likel hostilel criticisml byl admitting] thatl many! brethren(
may!not!findlthemselveslinicompletelaccord!withlalllhis!
conclusions.llIndeed,lit'wouldlbelsurprisinglifl thislwerel
thelcase.llLikel HolylWrit,[thel Rituallisl capablel ofl manyl
interpretations.] [ It] is] al graduall accretion! inl which!l

4
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succeedinglepochs.havelleftitheirlmark.lJEvolutionltakes!
placel under,l thel alternationl ofl forces] that! makel forl
differencelandlagreement.] Thelprocess!demandsalconl
tinualladjustmentlbetweenltheselapparentlylcontrary,lbutl
inl realityl complementary! factors.! ] Eachl age!l sets! out tol
balancelanyl deficiency! inl thel precedingl period.]l When!
materialisml haslbeenl pushed! tol excess,] thel tendencylis!
rectifiedlbylalspirituallrevival.[lOnlthelotherlhand,lanlagel
inlwhichizeallforithelgiftsloflthelspiritlhasicausedineglect!
ofl temporall welfarel isl naturally? followed! by! al renaisl
sancelofitheljusticlaimsiofithelflesh.lIThelsubjectimatterlofl
Masonryl isl thel relationshipl betweenl Spiritl andl Matter,l
betweenl Heavenl andl Earth,] betweenl God! andl Man,[
betweenlthelSoullandithelBody.[[Emphasislisleverywherel
laidlonlthelnecessitylofitheirlreconciliation.llConsequentl
lyltolattainltheljustelmilieul@mphasisihasisometimesitolbel
laidl onl onell sidel and] sometimes! onl thel other.l 1 Forl
example,ithelCrosslandlthelSquare,lwhichlhavelnowlsuchl
deeply! spirituall significance,l werel originallyl signs! of!
Earth,Jandlbecamelrespectivelyl,lthelessentiallsymbolsiofi
Christianityl andl Masonry,] becausel it] wasl necessary! tol
proclaimlthelfact! that! professions! of! piety! towards] God!
werel idle,] unlessl theyl borel fruitl inl kindly! relationshipl
betweenlmanlandlman.l[Bro.[WardlregardslthelJl.W.]as!
representinglthelbody,landlthel SI.W.Ithel soul,lalthoughl
thelemblemslandljewelloflthelformerlarelcelestiallandlof]
thel latterl terrestrial.l Thel factlis] that! things! divinel and!
humantl arell sol interwovenlinl Masonryl asl tol bel inseparl
able.ll’Dutyltowards!Godlandltowardslourineighbourlarel
butl differentl aspectsl ofl thel samel truth.l1Forithel Fatherl
hoodl ofl Godl implies! thel Brotherhood! ofl Man,] and,!
conversely,Thelwholdevotes! himselfltolthelservicel oflhisl
fellowl creatures] proves,] throughl hisl brotherlyl
relationship,’hisldescentfromithelFatherloflAll.IlThelissuel
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ofl Bro.I Ward’sl seriesl ofl handbooks] cannotl faill tol
accomplishl itsl mainl object,l whichl is] tol leadl notl only]
juniors,Jbutlalsolthoselwelllversedlinithelritual,ltolmark,l
learn] andl inwardlyl digest]l thel significancel ofl thel
ceremonies,] whichl whenl properlyl understood,] causes!
our! jewels! andl emblems] tol glow! withl anl inner? lightl
whichl infinitelyl enhances] theirl beauty.l | Thel readyl
receptioniwhichIBro.]Ward’slbookslhavelalreadylreceived!
at] thel handsl of] thel Craft,] provel thatl theyl meetl al
recognisedirequirementlasiexpositionsiofithelcharacterlof]
alrituallwithiwhoselexternallfeaturesiwelarelfamiliar,land!
inlwhichlweltakelourldailyldelight.]

JACI

ThelMysteries!

Infeverylracelandleverylclime,[
Sincelthelearliesti/daysiofiTime,l
MenlhaveltaughtithelMysticlQuest!
ShownlthelWay!tolPeacelandlrest.!

Bacchusldied,landlroselagain,!

[0 OnithelgoldenlAsianiPlain:l
Osirislroselfromloutithelgrave,l

[[ Anditherebylmankindididlsave:l
Adonisllikewiselshedlhislblood!
[BylthelyellowlSyrianiflood,!
Zoroasterlbroughtitolbirth?
[MithralfromIHisICaveloflEarth.]

AndltoldaylinIChristianILands!
Welwithlthemlcanjjoinlhands.!

JW.I



CHAPTERII!
THEIOPENINGIOFTHEIFIRST.DEGREE.!

THE!WI.M.[callslthelbrethrentogetheriwithlonelknocklsol
as] tol remind] them! thatl thel bodyl must! bel prepared! tol
obey! thel higherl faculties,! forl if] itl is] not,[ nol spirituall
progresslisipossible.lIThelfirstiquestionlandlanswerlofithel
J.W.lindicatelthislquitelclearly,[foritheldl.W.Irepresentsithel
body! andlsol hel satisfies! himselfl thatl man’s! body! isl on!
guardlagainstioutsidelinfluences.]

Thel S.W.,[ representingl thel Soul,] nextl! proves! thatlalll
presentlhavelmadelsomelprogressitowardsithellight.llItlisl
onlylwhenlthislhaslbeenlachieved!thatlanylrealladvancel
mentlbecomeslpossible,Jandlonlylthoselwholhavelstarted!
canlhelpithoselwhoistilllremainlinispiritualldarkness.l

Thelnextlseriesloflquestionslindicatesithat]Manl haslal
seven(foldinature.

Thel Ancientl Egyptians] heldl this] view,] andl itl isl
endorsedl inl Masonryl byl thel factl that! it] takes! seven! tol
makel al perfectllodge.lI Therelislalso,Inoldoubt,lanlastrol
logicall referencel tol thel seven! planets! and! a connection!
withistellarlworship,lbutlaslourlsystemlisimainlylsolar,[itl
islalmostlimpossibleltolgivelallogicallplanetarylinterprel
tation[ tol thel sevenl who! form! al lodge,! or] tol thel seven!
officers.llInlshort,[ thel planetaryl symbolisml hasl becomel
disorganisedlbylthelstressilaidlonlthelsolarlaspectlofithel
threelprincipall officersiwholrulelallodge.llMoreover,Ithel
predominancel off thel solar] aspectl hasl emphasised! thel
triunelnaturelofiman,landisymboliseslitlinitheselofficers.]

Thuslitlwilllbel seenlthatltool muchistressimustinotibel
laidlonlthelplanets,lasirepresentedlbylthelsevenlofficers,
andlalpassinglreferenceltolthelfactithatlitlisIstill.rememl

7
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bered!l inl thel numberl seven! is! alll that! canl bel logically!
maintained.[

Similarlyltherelisimerelylalhintloflthelsevenfoldinaturel
oft man.l[ If] oursl werel al stellar] system,]l thenl clearlyl thel
Tylerlwouldlrepresentithelbody, theldivinelsparklwouldl
belrepresentedlbylthelW.M.,Ithelvariouslofficersibetweenl
wouldl symbolisel thel various! subdivisionsl ofl thel nonl
materiall parts] ofl man,l suchl asl hisl astrall body,] hisl
intellectuallfaculties,landlsolforth.!

Since,l however,l ourlsysteml isl solarl inl thel main,] wel
shouldl continuel tol interpret] ourl symbols! from] that!
aspect,lmakinglbutlipassinglreferenceltolstellarlinfluences!
whenltheyloccur.l

Thel dutiesl oflthel Tylerl arel considered] elsewhere,l sol
welwilllpassitolthell.G.[lIAlIthoughlinisomelpopulariwork!
ingsl hel andl thel otherl twol subordinatel officersl arel notl
allowed!tolspeakiforithemselves,/thelWardensldoinglthis]
work,[inlmanylotherlritualsitheylarel allowed!tolanswerl
thel W.M.Idirect.ll Thel Il.G.I stands! forl thel powerlwhich]
permitsithelSoulltolenterifleshlatlanylgivenimoment.lIThel
Soullmayldesireltolbecomelincarnate,lbutiunlesslitsitimel
haslcomelitlisturnedlbacklatthelthreshold,landlevenliflit
forceslitselflintolbirthlitlislcutishort.JIEntrylintollifelisinot!
an[ accident,[ butl ordainedl of] God,! Whol works] throughl
Hislspirituallasiwelllasithrough!Hislhumanlagents.!

Thosel whol sawl Maeterlinckls] play,l “Thel BluelBird,”!
willlrememberithatithelsamelidealis!dealtiwithlinlonelof!
thelscenes.!

Spiritually,] thel 1.G.[ represents] thel Warning! whichl
must! bel givenl tol thosel who! attempt,! without! duel
caution,ltolprobelintolthel MysteriesloflGod.[[ Theylmust]
neither rushl forward! hastily,! nor,l havingl oncel started,!
withdrawlsuddenly;[for [ifitheyldo,ldirelevillwilllbefall.l

Thislwarninglalll thel Mysteriesl gave,landlitlis] certainl
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that! thosel who!dabblel inlthel solcalled! occultl runl gravel
risks] unless] they! usel thel utmostl caution.l [ Hencel itl isl
absolutelyl essentiall that! thel candidatel shouldl bel
properlylpreparedlbeforelhelstartsionlhisiquest.]

ThelJ.D.Irepresents]thel physicall means! byl whichl thel
Soul,IrepresentedlbylthelS.W.,Ipassesionithelinspirations!
receivedlfromithelSpirit,[thelW.M.,ltolthelmateriallworld.]
Inlthislsenselthereforelhelrepresentslintelligence,landithel
fivelsensesloflman,lwhereasthelSl.D.Istandslforlintuition,
whereby thelSoullobtainslitslinspiration/fromithelDivine..

Inlthelancientl operativel dayslthesel officersl nol doubt!
had! all practicall use,] thel S.D.[ being! thel personall mess!
engerlofithelMaster,/wholtookImessagestolthelS].W.,Inotl
merelylwhenlinl Lodge,l butlwhenl helwasl at] al distance,!
employed!on! hisl task,! orl possiblylwhen! helwas! restingl
fromlhisllabours.[lInllikelmannerithelS.W.’sldeaconlwasl
sentlbylhimItolfindithelJl.W.[

ThelJ.W.IdescribeslhislpositionlinilLodgelandlindicates]
quitelclearlylthatlhelrepresentsithelSunlatinoon.!

Froml thel operativel pointl ofl viewl it must] bel
remembered]thatl Noonl hasl always] been,andstilllis,] al
workingiman’sidinnerlhour,lhencelthelspecialldutylofithel
JW.l butlin] thel spirituall sense,l sincel hel stands! for] thel
body,litlis] naturall thatl helshould! havel chargel overlthel
body’sIneeds.llAslhelalsolrepresentsithelpreservativelsidel
ofi God,hislinterestlinlthelphysicallwelllbeinglofimanlis]
appropriate.llWithithislinilmindIthel F.C.Iwilll realisel thel
significancelofithelPassIWord,landlitslconnectionlwith(C.[
andIW.,lwhichlarelthelemblemslofithelGodloflVegetation!
inlthelmorelprimitivelrites..lWhenlmenlevolved,Jandlthel
solarlsystemlofireligionldeveloped,ithelGodloflVegetation]

becamel thel Preserver.l1 Thisl characteristicl ofl thel J.W.[ is]
I

YAt firstl Il read! thisl “cornl andlwine”[ (Cerel and! Bacchus! inl classicl lanl
guage)lbutithelcontext’suggestsl‘W’lherelmeansl“Water.”—T.S.]]
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emphasised! byl thel uprightl linesl of] his! plumb,l whichl
remindslusloflwaterlwhichlfallslfromlheaven,landloflthel
castelmarksloflVishnulinlindia.
Thislaspectlofithell.W.laslrepresentinglthelPreserverlis!
carefullyl maintained. throughout! thelwholel ofl thel threel
degreeslandimustineveribelforgotten.llInllikelmanner,ithel
fact] that! hel standsl forl thel bodyl is] alsol maintained]
throughout.llBearinglthislinimind,/welshalllperceivelthel
significancel ofl thel factl thatl thel Architect] of]l Kingl
Solomon’siTemplelwas/thelJ.W.]
Finally,lbreadlandiwaterlrepresentithelbarelnecessities,!
withoutlwhichlmortalllifelcannotlbelpreserved.lILuxuries,]
whichl arel obtainedl whenl wel havel acquiredl worldlyl
possessions,di.e.,l wealth,[ lead]tol deathl ofl thelsoul,l and!
evenl ofl thel body,] unlessl employed! withl thel greatest!
caution.!
Somelmasons]claimlthatlthelJ.W.loriginallylsatlinlthel
NorthltolmarklthelSunlat'noon,/meaning’tolsee,loripoint!
out,[thatlit/hadlreachedithelmidlheavens.lIHonestly,[llcan]
findl nol reall evidence[in] support! of] thisl view,] whichl
likewiselplacesithe]W.M.linlthe]WestlandithelS.W.linlthel
East.]
Itlisldue,linimylopinion,itolalcompletelmisunderstandl
ingloflthel useloflthelwordsl“tolmark.”l[ Thislphraselim{
pliesithatthelJ.W.lisIplacedlonlalcertainispotitolmarklthel
positionlofithelSunlatinoon,landinotlthatlhelmaylseelit.lIn]
alclosedlinlbuilding,’asisuchla’lodgelroomlwas,it’wouldl
bel desirablel tol markl thel threel positionsl ofl thel Sun,Iforl
thelcandidatelhastolpassithroughleachlpointliniturn,landl
thesel three!l officers,] whol represent! thel Sunl inlits] threel
aspects,! wouldlnaturallylsitl inl thel positionslinlusel inlal

speculativellodge.l

0

2[[Probablylanlallusionitolthelglossion thelPass!WordleadinglfromIF.C. to!
M.M.—T.S.]l
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Anyl arguments! adduced. from! thel rituals! of] thel
modern] Operativel Lodges!arel vitiated! byl twol facts—(1)!
welhavelnolevidencelthatlthislpeculiaritylisireallyloldi(it
may!l bel duel tol Stretton’sl inventivel mind).l and! (2)] thel
operatives,lifl old,l wouldl bel descended] from[ thel Guild!
Masonslandlnot/fromIthelFreemasons;3landithisimightlbel
al peculiarity! of] theirs, or] deliberatelyl adoptedl sol as! tol
differentiatelthemifromithelFreemasons.]

Thatl thel Guildl Masons! andl Freemasons] werel quitel
distinctlhaslbeenlprovediasifaribacklasl1913,Jandlthelfactl
isl gonel intol inl myl otherl book,] “Freemasonryl andl thel
AncientlGods.”]1 Thatlthel Operativesl arel notl descended]
direct] from! thel Medizevall Freemasons! is] shown by! thel
factlthatltheylhavelentirelyldifferentisignsifromlouriown.]

Thuslwel needl notl discuss] furtherlthel question]asl tol
whetherlthel).W.IshouldlbelinlthelNorthloriSouth.!

Thel SI.W.,las! helindicates! in[ hisl reply’tol the]W..M. [
represents]thel Sunlinlits]setting,l andlsol thel Destructivel
Sideloflthel Deity,lorlShiva.llHelalsolstandsIforlthelSoul.[
Shivalshalllcloselnotlonlylourlmortalllife,lbuti Timelitself.[l
But! IT havel dealtl withl thisl sidel ofl thel ST.W.[ veryl fullyl
elsewhere.[

It] shouldl bel noted,! however,! thatl thel S.W.[ is] assol
ciatedl with! levell andl horizontall lines,! andl notl withl
perpendiculars, andl herel againl hel follows! thel Hindool
system,] forl Shiva’sl castel markl isl twol orl morel parallell
lines.l0 Asl thel Greatl Leveller(thislisi mostl natural,landlit!
remindsl us thatl inlthelsightlofl God! alll soulslarelequal,
evenliflinimortalllifeltheirlstationsimaylappear’toldiffer.

Shivalislassociatedl withlthelelementloflFire,lwhereas!
VishnulislassociatedlwithIWater,landlasiwelseelthatigreat]
carelhaslbeenitakenltolmaintainlithel connectionlbetween!
Ehei J.W.landlWater,lsol wel findl thatl withluslthel S.W.lis[

[Thisldistinctionlislexplainedlinithelnextichapter.[—T.S.]!
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similarlyl associatedl with! Fire,l thoughl perhapsl lessl obl

viously.llIFirstly,lhisllevellisloflaltriangulariformlwithithel
pointlupward, thel worldiwidelsymbollforl Fire.ll Again,!
thelSIL.W.’sIPassIWordlhaslhiddenlwithinlitithelsamelidea.l
AlsmithlwholworkslinImetalsicanlonlyldolsolbythelhelpl
oftfire,landlinlonelrituallthisifactlisistressed.lI Thusimetals!
comel outlfromltheldarklearth,landlthel Sunisinkslinlthel
Westlintoldarknesslandthelgrave,lasidoesiman.l

But,] byl means] of] fire,l manl obtains! wealthl from] thel
metalslhiddenlinlthelearth,landlinllikelmannerlthelSoullofl
Manlriseslrefinedlandlpurifiedlfromlthelgravelbylmeans|
ofl thel divinel firel within.[1Moreover,l onel cannotl ignorel
thel factl that! therelisl herel al hintl ofl thel necessity! of] thel
purginglfireloflRemorseltoicleanselawaylourlsins.]

ThelS.W.lisIthelSoul,IthellinkIbetweenImortalllifeland!
thel Divinel Spark, butl hel acts! onl instructions! from[ thel
Spirit;l inl otherl wordsl it]is] onlyl whenl God! decrees! ourl
deathlthatithelSoulldepartsifromithelbody.l

Thel W.M.I represents,! as! his] words[ indicate,] thel
creativelsidel ofl Godl andlthel Divinel Spiritlin] Man.l[ Hel
setslusitolworklonlearth,/butldelegatesitolanotheritheltask!
ofl callingl usl backl whencelwel came.[[ Hel represents] thel
malelaspectloflthelDeity, aslisishownlbyltheltaulcrosses,!
calledl levels,lonl hislapron,landl byl hislusel ofl thel gavel,!
whichlrepresentsithelsamelemblem.[[ThelTaulCrosslis,lofl
course,l al phallicl symboll and! stands! forl thel malel and!
creativelaspectlinlMan.[

Asl thel threel principall officers! represent’ thel Sun! (al
masculinelplanet)linivariouslphases,itlistnaturallthatitheyl
shouldlalllwieldlthelgavel,butltheltwolwardenslarelless]
essentiallylmalelthanithelwW.M.,laslislindicatedlbylthelfact!
thatltheyldol notlhaveltheltaul crossl orl Master’sl levellon]
theirlaprons.ll ThelSpirit,l beinglactive,lisl male;l whereas]
bothl soull andl body,I beingl morel orl less] passive,l arel
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female.l 1 Thel femininel sidel ofl thel SI .W.I orl Soull isl
deliberatelylemphasisedllater,—inlthelfirstidegree,—bylal
referenceltolthelMoon, alfemininelplanet,/thelemblemlof!
thelSoullandlofithel psychiclnaturelinlman.lINorlcanlwel
ignorel thel fact! that! thel Westl is! known( as! thel femininel
quarterlofithelheavens,/whereasithelEastlisithelmasculine,l
itlislalsolworthlnoticinglthatiShivalisloftenldepictediwith]
thelmoon.!

Finally,! beforel declaringl thel Lodgel open,l thel W.M.[
offersiluplalprayer,therebylremindinglusithatithelDivinel
SparklinlMan,JorlthelSpirit,ImustiturnitolthelSourceloflAlll
forlaid,liflittwouldlcontrollbodylandisoul.l

Thelthreelknocks,lasldistinctlfromIthelonelknocklwithl
whichlthelproceedingslistarted,lindicatelthatithelmembers]
arel about] tol workl forl thel unionl and! advancement! of!
body,lsoullandlspirit,Jandinotiforithelbodylonly.lIButlthel
way! inlwhichl thel threel knocks! arel givenlshow! that,] asl
yet,[therelisInolunitylbetweenlthelthreelelementsiwhichl
constitutelMan.l



CHAPTERIIIL
THEITYLER.!

THefirst/thinglthatlgreetsitheleyeslofithelaspirantitolour]
Orderlisl al man, whoml hel soonl discoversl isl called! thel
Tyler,Istandinglinlfront]lofitheldooriwithlaldrawnlsword]
inl hisl hand.l T Hel naturallyl wants] an] answer! tol thel
question] whichl actuallyl occurslinl al certain] famous{ old!
ritual,l “Whyl does! thel Tyler! wear! al sword?”—and thel
answerlis,[“TolguardithelbrethrenlanditolhelelthelwWord.”

Letluslconsiderlthislanswer;—I

“Tolguardithelbrethren.”[lInlcertainloldIritualsl ofithel
18thl centurylwel arel toldl thatl Masons’l Lodgesl formerly!
metl inl thel open—*onl thel highest! hilll or] lowest valley,!
wherelneverldogl barkedlnorlcocklcrew.”llBrethreniwilll
noldoubtlhavelreadlthelinterestinglarticlelinithel*“Masonicl
Record”Irelatingltolthisistateloflaffairs,but’llamlbounditol
saylthatllldolnotlthinkIthatlthelordinarylmedizavalllodgel
metlinlsuchl places.!l Thel referenceltol thel cock,ltogether!
withl certainl details] wel possessl withl regardl to] thosel
lodgesiwhichldid!meetlinlthelopen,l(theylwerelmostly’in{
Scotland)l indicatel thatl theyl werel notl ordinary! Craftl
lodges,[ butl muchl morel probablyl Templarl Lodges.]1 Thel
Templars! inl thel 18thl century!l claimed! tol bel descended!
fromlalbodylwhichlhadlbeenlsuppressediinithelyears(1307]
tol1314,landlactuallylprescribed.lITherelwasleverylreasonl
thereforelwhyltheylshouldineetlinloutlofithelwaylplaces,!
but! nol such! reason! existed! in thel casel of! al lodge!l of!
ordinaryl Freemasons.][ Thatl suchl al phrasel shouldl! havel
wanderedl intol al craft] rituall froml Templary!l isl perfectlyl
natural,] butl it is] notl safel tol arguel from! this] that! alll
masonicl lodges! metl underl thel canopy! ofl heaven.l [ Inl

14
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thosel earlyl days,] manyl higherl degrees! werel workedlinl
ordinaryl Craft] Lodges,![ in[ al way! notl permitted! tolday;l
andlthisimayleasilylaccountiforiphrasesimorelappropriatel
tolal TemplarlPreceptorylbeinglfoundlinlalCraftlworking.[l
I7 might! add! that! untill thel middlel ofl thel 19th] century!
Templarl meetings] werel always! called! “Encampments,”l
indicatinglthatltheylwerelcampslheldlinlthel openlfields.]
ButlinlmedizvalitimesiwelknowithatlthelFreemasonsihadl
Lodgelbuildings,landlifltheylwentitolalnewlplaceltolbuildl
alchurchloricastle,lthelfirstithingltheyldidlwasltolerectlal
temporaryl Lodgel room,] whichl theyl attended! beforel
startingl thel day’s] work.l [ Thosel interested] willl findl
abundantldetailslinlFortl Newton’sladmirablellittlelbook,!
“ThelBuilders.”l[ Therelalsolitlislclearlylshownlthatltherel
werel twol kinds! ofl masonsl inl thosel days,! andl thel manl
wholconclusivelyl proved!thislwas! notlalmodernlSpecul

lativelFreemason. [l

Theltwol groups! werel thel Freemasons]and.thel Guildl
Masons.!

Thelformerlwerellineall descendants! ofl thel Comacinel
Masons—who,lincidentally,lknewlalcertainiMasoniclSign(
—and! thesel menl werel skilled! architects! freel tol gol
anywhere.llTheylhadlalmonopolyloflecclesiasticallbuilding!
andlofiworkloutsideltheltowns,le.g.,Icastles.]

ThelGuildIMasonsimerelhumblerifolk.lITheylwerelnot!
allowed![ tol buildl outsideltheir] particularlcity,lbutl hadlal
monopoly! of] alll building! insidel thatl city,[ withl onel
important! andl significantl exception:—theyl werel notl
allowed! tol build! ecclesiasticall buildings.! [ Inl returnl forl
theirlcharterltheylhadltolmaintainithelfortifications.l

Whenl al churchl hadltolbel builtl thel Freemasons]werel
sentlfor,JlandlapparentlyltheylcalledlonlthelGuild!Masonsl
tol helpl themi withl thel roughl work,[ e.g.,[l tol squarel thel
stones,letc..
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Il suggestl that! Speculativel Freemasonryl isl mainlyl
descendedlfromlthelFreemasons,/whereasithelfewlOperal
tivellodgesithatlsurvivelarelprobablyldescendedifromithel
Guildimasons.[

Thisl theory! is] bornel out! byl thel fact! that] whilel thel
Operatives] havelourlgrips,]theylhavel notlgotlourlsigns,/
yetitheselsignslarelungquestionablylold.]

Theylwouldlalllhavelthelsamelgriplforiconveniencelinl
provingltolthelFreemasonslthatitheylwerelreallylmasons,|
butitheylwouldlkeepltheirisignsitoithemselves,lasididlthel
Freemasons,sincel theyldidlnotlwantithelotherlgroupltol
havelaccessltoltheirlprivatelmeetings.!

Further,lwel findl that]lthel Masterl Masonsl of] thel Freel
masonsl] werel entitledl tol maintenancel as! “gentlemen,”!
clearlylindicatinglthatltheylwereldifferent/fromlordinary!l
craftsmenl (Seel Fortl Newton).ll Afterithel Reformationlnol
doubt! Freemasons! andl Guildl masons! tended] tol amall
gamatelandlthislexplainsimuch.l

Now! if] thel Freemasons! erected] al lodge! beforel they!
startedltolbuildlalchurchloricastle,/welshalllseelthatitheir!
meetingl in] thel openl would! bel merelyl occasional,l e.g.,[
whilel thel temporary! lodgel was! being( built,! and! not’ al
regularicustom;’butithelverylfactithatlitlwas@ltemporaryl
building,landlopenltolapproachlbylalllandlsundrylwhol
cameltothelsiteloflthelnewlbuilding,lislquitelsufficientltol
explainlwhyltheylhadlsomeoneloniguard.l

Why,Thowever lislhelcalledlalTyler,linsteadlofiSentinel,l
orlsomelsimilariname?!

Therel arel threel explanations,! and! youl canl adopt!
whichlyoulplease:—]

1.0Tol tilel isl tol coverlin;l hencel thel Tylerlisl onelwhol
coversloriconcealsiwhatlisigoinglonlinithelLodge.!

2.0InltheloldImedizvall Templariceremonyltherelwerel
threelsentinels;lonelinsideltheldoor,Joneloutside,Jandlonel
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on! thel roofl or! tiles,l whol could! seel ifl anyonel wasl
approachinglthelbuilding.llltlwilllbelrememberedlthatithe]
oldl Templar]l Churches! werel round,! sol thatl al manl
perchedlonithelrooflwaslableltolseelinleveryldirection.!
3.0Thatltheltilersiwerelinferioricraftsmenlasicompared!
withlthelgenuinel freemasons,] poorlbrethren,laslitl were,l
andl notl admitted! tol fulll membership,! althoughl onel or]
twolwerelchosenltolactlaslOuterlGuards.!
IlamInotigreatlylimpressediwithlthellatteritheory,and!
my(personallpredilectionlislinlfavourlof!No.l1;]butltherel
islalgoodidealltolbelsaidlforINo.12.[1Theltylerlguardedithel
brethrenifrom(“cowans”lorleavesdroppers.]
Thelformeriwordlislstilllusedlinithelcountryldistrictslof!
Lancashirelandl Westmorlandlforlal dryldyker,!thatlis,]al
maniwholbuild,[roughiwallsibetweenltheldifferentlfields,!
off rough,l uncut,] andl unmortared! stones.l I When! Il was!
livinglinlYorkshirelllhadlalnumberlofifieldsIsolsurround!
ed;l thel stones! forl whichl werel picked! from[ thel hillside.l
andl piled! onel upon!l another.l I Nol particular] skilll wasl
needed tolbuildisuchlalwall;lllrepairediseveralimyself.l
Inlotherlwords,lal“cowanlislonelwholpretendsitolbelal
masonlbecauselhelworkslinlstone,lbutlisinotlone.llSomel
fancifullderivationslhavelheenlsuggestedlfrom]“Cohen,”[
thel Jewishl priest.[ [ Il disagreel entirelyl from] thisl view.[
WhylshouldlthelJewishicohenslbelmorellikelyltolpretend!
tol bel freemasonsl thanlanyl otherl priests?] [ Asl thel other]
wordlisl speltlaslwel spelllours,Jandl means! whatl Il havel
stated,]llseelnolreasonitolinventlthisisuggestioniregarding!
thelJewishlpriests,iwholwerelalwayslfewlinlnumber,landl
inthelMiddlelAges’hardlylexisted;—thelJewsiwereldriven!
outl ofl Englandl byl Edward! I,l andl notl reladmittedl untill
theltimelofiCromwvell .l
“Eavesdroppers”l meansl menl whol listen] underl thel
eaves.[[Theleavesioflalprimitivelorloflalmedizevallcottagel
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overhunglalconsiderableldistancelbeyond thelwalls,landl
between! thel roof! and] thel walll was! anl openl space.[l
Through! this! space!l thel smoke! of! the! firel escaped;! thel
generall arrangementl wasl veryl similar( tol thatl found! inl
theltropics..[ Thelwallsloflsuchlalcottagelwereloftenlonlyl
fivel tolsixIfeetl high,landl thuslalmanlcouldlstandlunderl
theleaveslinithelshadow, hiddenlfromithellightloflsunlor]
moon, andlbothlseeland’hearlwhat’waslgoinglonlinside,!
without! thosel whol werel in] thel lodgel knowingl hel wasl
there.l

Butl thel Tylcrl warl onl guard! outsidel thel doorl of] thel
Lodge;] hel wasl armedl withl al drawnl sword,! andl woel
betidel anyl eavesdropperl hel discovered,! forl ourl medil
eevallbrethrenlundoubtedlylinterpretedltheirlobligations]
literally.l

Incidentally,]llunderstandl thatlnominallylthel dutylofl
carryingloutithelpenaltylstilllrestsionlthelshoulderslofithel
Tyler.l

Withl regard[ tolthelusel ofltemporaryl buildingslonl or{
near( thel sitel of] thel building,] itl shouldl bel noted! that!
duringlthelbuildinglofl Westminsterl Abbeyl therelwaslatl
leastlone,liflnotltwo, suchllodges,/andltheylarelmentioned!
in(thelrecordslofithelAbbey,landlreferreditolbylW.IBro.lJ.[
WalterlHobbslinlhislinterestinglarticleslonlthatlvenerablel
pile.]

Thuslwelcanlseelthatlit'waslessentialithatltherelshould!
bel anl Outer! Guard! tol keep! offl intruders,l owing! tol thel
factlthatl Lodgesl werel usuallyl heldlinl temporaryl buildl
ings,! often] withl overhanging! eaves! and! an] openl space!l
betweenltheltopl ofl thelwallsland! thel beamslwhichIsupl
portedithelroof.

Thel word! “hele”l should,! inl myl opinion,] bel prol
nounced]“heal,”Inot]*“hale.”11Theluselofl“hale”lislowing[
tol thel fact]thatlthelwordsl “conceal,”landl“reveal,”lwerel
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pronouncedlinlthel18thlcentury,]*“concale”landl“revale.”l
Sincelthelwords'lobviouslylwerelaljingle,l1lconsiderlitlis]
morelcorrectitoldaytolpronounceliti“heal.”!

Moreover,lthelwordl“hele”Imeans]tolcoveriover.llYoul
stilll hearlthel phrasel used! “tol helelalcottage,”l orlevenlal
haystack,!andlthel word] “Hell”limplies! thel placel thatlis!
coveredlover,le.g.,linlthelcentrel ofI thelearth.[[“Hele”lis]
connected! with! “heal”—tol coverl up,] orl tol closel up,’ al
wound,—andlthel meaninglthereforelisltautalogical,l viz.[
tolcoverluplthelword.l(ThelMasonicls—t.?)l

Thel usel of] thel pronunciation! “Hale”T isl tolday] mostl
misleading,landlislaptlitolcauselalnewlylinitiatedlBro.ltol
thinklhelhastol*“Hail”lsomething,lor*“proclaimlitlaloud.”!

ThelC.lis[takenlinlhandlbylthel Tylerlwhol makeslhim!
signlalformltoltheleffectlthat’helisifreelandlof thelfulllagel
ofi21lyears.!

Whyl“free?”[[Well,linlmedisevalldays hel hadltolbind!
himselfitolservelasianlapprenticelforisevenlyears.[[Unless!
helwaslalfreelman,lhislownerimighticomelalonglandltakel
himJaway,[ beforel hel hadl completed! hisl apprenticeship!
and,lworselstill,iImightlextortlfromlhimisuchlsecretslasihel
had! learntfromlthel masons.ll Thusl thel masterImightbel
enabledl tol setl himselfluplaslalfreellance,l notlunderl thel
controllofithelfraternity.[

Theltwentylonelyearslis, Ilbelieve,lanl18thicenturylSpel
culativel innovation] aiming! atl al similarl object.l [ Il thinkI
there!l isl nol doubt! thatl usually? inl thel Middlel Ages! anl
apprenticel wasl al boyl who! placed] himself] under] thel
controlloflalMasteriwithlhislparents’.consent..[ThelMasterl
was henceforth“inllocolparentis.”!

Inlthel18thicenturylwithoutlsomelsuchisafeguardl(asi21!

years)] somel precocious] youthl mightl have!l joined! thel
0
U[i.e.lthelphrasel“hele,lconceallandlneverireveallinlthelObligation..—IT.S.]!
2)[*“Secret,”Iprobably.[—T.S.]0
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fraternitylwithoutlhislfather’slconsent.ll Thelfatherlmightl
havelbeenlonelwholdisapprovedloflFreemasonry.,Jandlin]
suchlal casel wouldl probablyl not] hesitatel tol exercisel hisl
parentall authorityl inlthel drasticI manner]atl thatl timelin(
vogue,] andl sol extort! thel secrets,] whichl hel couldl thenl
havel“exposed.”l

Tolday! itlis] stilll al veryl reasonablel clause,! forl it prel
supposesithatlalmanlhaslreachedlyearslofidiscretionland!
knowslwhatlhelislabout.ll Anylreallhardshiplisiremoved!
by! thel fact! that! Grand! Lodge! has! power! tol dispense,!
whichlpowerliticonstantlyluseslinithelcaselofithelUniverl
sitylLodgeslat!OxfordlandlCambridge.lllimyselfiwaslonel
ofl thosel whol thusl benefited.[ [ 1t is,] Il believe,l stilll thel
customlinlEnglandithatlalLewis,thelson]oflalmason,lmay!
beladmittedlatl18,/thoughlthelrightlisiseldomlclaimed;lbut!
inl somel countries,] llunderstand,litlislal privilegel highlyl
valued,l and! regularly! used! byl thosel entitled! tol it.l ] Inl
masonrylallewislislalcramplofimetal,]bywhichlonelstonel
islfastenedltolanother.llItlislusuallylsomelformloflalcross,l
andlal wholel paperlcouldlbel writtenlonlitsl significance,!
butlthisicasuallreferencelmustisuffice.
0



CHAPTERIIIIL
PREPARATION.!

THEInext!thingthat'happenslisithat/thelCan.lis!prepared!
bylthelTyler.

Thislislalverylimportantimatter.lITherelseemsllittleldoubt!
thatloriginallylcandidates!werelstrippedinaked,landlevenl
toldaylinithelU.S.A.IC. slarelleftlinltheirlshisfonly.

Inl Burmal wel changed] out! ofl everythingl intol al onel
piecelpyjamalsuit,lalmosticonvenientlarrangement..

What! wel now! havel isl all systeml byl whichl thel parts!
whichlhaveltolbelbarelarelmadelbare.l

Weltakelourlobligationlonlourlleftiknee,lthereforelthat!
kneel mustl belbare.lWhy?l[ Solthat! ourl fleshl mayl belinl
contactiwithIMotherlEarth.DItlislpossiblelthatitherelwaslal
practicallasiwelllaslalsymbolicallmeaninglinlthis,/andlalsol
inlthelcaseloflourldeprivationloflmetals./TInlsomeloflthel
ancientlmysterieslitlhaslbeenlsuggestedlthatlalchargel of]
electricitylwaslpassedithroughithelCan.laslhelkneltlatithel
altar,[ eitherl fromI al battery,l orl byl whatl isl nowl called!
magnetism.llIflanylquestionltheluseloflelectricitylinithosel
days,! llwouldlpointloutithat]certainistatementsloflHeraol
dotus,[ to] thel effect] thatl thel Egyptian] priests! brought!
downllightninglbylmeans]ofirods, canlbestlbelexplained!
byladmittinglthatltheylhadlsomelrudimentarylknowledgel
oflelectricity.l

Thelbarelbreastlislinlorderlthatlthelsharplinstrument!
canlbelapplied.ll ThelScotchlritual,lhowever,lsayslitlisitol
showlyourlsex,lbutlllamlinclineditolthinkithislislalmodern!
Ploss.DDPersonally,IIDshouIdDnotDregardﬂthis]asiconclusiveﬂ

[Shorts?IShirts?]1 Shoes?! ] Thel Americanl workinglin! Duncans! (latel 19th!
century)lislunhelpfullon’thislpoint.—IT.S.]!
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prooflinlitself,JforlIlhavelseenl(whenlabroad)manylwelll
grown! girlsilwhol hadl nothingl worthl mentioning,l whilel
many! nativel menl hadl quitel welll developed! busts.] ] It
shouldlalways!bel rememberedlthatithislisltheldegreelofl
birthlandiwelwerelborninaked.]

Welarelslipshopibecauselwelarelaboutitoltreadloniholy!
ground,] justl asl inl thel East] wel wearl slippers! when]
enteringlalmosque.ll It is] probablel thatl thelScotchlrituall
has[preservedlalrealltraditioniwhenlitlrefersitolthelcustoml
inl Israell of] removing! al shoe,] asl al witness,] whenl conl
firmingl anl obligation.] ] Thosel interested] willl findl thel
detailslinlRuth,lwherelBoazlundertakesltolmarryRuth.]

Alcableltowlislplacedlaboutlhisineck.!

Thislpicceloflsymbolismlisloldlandlworldlwide.llOnlal
vasel foundl atl Chamalinl Mexico,l severall candidatesl arel
goinglthroughlalceremonylverylsimilar,/apparently,itolal
certainldegreelinlMasonry.2llOnelislbeingltaughtlalcertainl
sign,landlthelothersiwholstandiwaitingltheirlturnlalllhavel
cablel tows] with[ al runningl noosel aboutltheirl necks.[ [ In]
Indial thisl cableltowlislthelemblemlofl Yama,lthelGodlofl
Death,lwithlwhichlhelsnarcsithelsoulslofimenlandidrags!
them(forthlfromitheirlbodies.[ltlislcarriedlbylShivaltolindil
catelhisldestructivelcharacterlinirelationItolhumanilife.

Therelarelinlmasonrylmeaningslwithinimeanings,land!
IlwilllthereforelindicatelalfewlofithoselassociatedIwithithel
cableltow,lbutlllshalllnotldolsolwithlallltheldetailslIIshalll
touchlupon.!

Thel cableltow!lislanlemblem! ofl Death.lTIt]is] fastened!
roundlthel necksl oflcaptivesl aslshowinglthatltheylarel atl
thelabsolutel mercy!l of theirl conqueror.l] Thuslthel burgl
hesseslofl Calaislhadltol comel beforelEdwardlll.linltheirl
shirts—notel that—withl cablel towsround theirl necks.[l

[

Seel“FreemasonrylandithelGods.™!
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Theylwerelonlylsavedlbyltheldesperatelpleadinglofigood!
QueenlPhilippa.l

Butl thisl is] thel degreel of! birth.[[ Somel comel intol thel
worldl with! al caull whichl mayl stranglel them! ifl notl rel
moved,landlinlanylcaselwelarelsaidltolbelbornlinloriginall
sinlandlthereforeldoomeditoldie.llBirth,linlthelverylnaturel
ofithings,/meansideath,landithatlisiwhylthelHindooslhavel
madel Shiva,! thel Lordl ofl Death,l alsol thel Lord! ofl Birth.[l
Welourselveslarelcaptives—soulsiboundlbylthelchainslofl
thelflesh,land! offenderslagainstl thel Law! of! thel Kingl ofl
Kings.lIFurther,lwelcomelinlbondageltolsin,lseekingitolbel
freedifromlourlbondslbylthelwordlofiGod.[[ Thelholdingl
ofithelcableltow,landltheldangerslentailed,larelsufficientlyl
explainedltol needl nol furtherl mentionl justl now,[ thoughl
thisldoesInotlimplyltherelarelnotlinnerimeanings.]

Thel hoodwink! isl alwaysl found! inl everyl great!l inil
tiatorylrite.llInlgeneral,/itiremindslusithat’aslinlthelphysl
icallworld]welcamelout! ofl darknesslintol light,lsolinlthel
intellectual,landlfinally,linlthelspirituallworld.llWelcomel
intolmasonrylseekinglthelLightlof!God’slword.I[Inlother!]
language,] tol tryl andl comprehend! throughl thel usel off
symbolsiwhat!Godlreallylis.!

Butl as] thel veill ofl darkness] isl slightly! lifted] as] onel
growslinlyearsiandlourlintellectlawakens,[solitlislinlthe]
Craft,JandthelfirstithinglwelseeltherelisithelV.S.L. litselflal
symboll ofl Divinel inspiration;] for] withoutl thel Divinel
spark,lwhichlspeaksifromlthelinmostirecesseslofithelsoul,!
welshalllremainlinispiritualldarknesslalllourinaturalilife.l

ThelCan.lislthenlbroughtltoltheldoorloflthelLodgeland!
challenged,lbut,strangeltolsay,[inlourl ritualltherelisInol
passlword.ll Therelwaslonce,! Il havelnol doubt,landlitl is!
stilllinluseliniScotland,lIrelandlandlU.S.A.llMoreoverlitlis!
onelofltheltestsitherelwhenlvisiting,landliflalmanlcannot!
givel itl hel willl runl al serious! riskl of! beingl refused!
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admission.[[Strangeltolsay,/weldolgetlitlinsidefhelLodge,l
thoughlperhapsimostlbrethrenidolnotlrealiselit.[lItlisl“Thel
Tonguel ofl Goodl Report”l (sometimeslitl is] “Freel andl ofl
Good[Report”Ithoughithislisllesslusual).l
Butlbeforelenteringlwelareldeprivedlofimetals.]INow,[
among! thel Dervishes! M.[ =] minerall jubstances, but] wel
interpret] itl Metal.l [ It] isl Metals!l—thatl isl important.]
“Valuables™lislalreal,lbutisubsidiary,/meaning..
Letlusiconsiderlthisicarefully.llTherelislanlexplanation!
ofiwhylitlisidonelinlthellectures,—now,alas,/seldomlread!
inl Lodge,—andlalso,l oflcourse,linlthel questions.ll Thesel
lectures] werel thel reall instruction;l on] theml werel based!
thel tracing! board] lectures,! whichl merel pictoriall
summaries,lonlwhichiwerelseticertainlquestions.]
Now!thellectures!(whichlcanlbelboughtlat’any!Masonic!
furnishers)ltelllusl thatlatl thel buildinglofithel Templelnol
metallicl implements! werelused.]l Why?[ Becausel metals!
camel froml below.I1 Theyl werelthel gifts ofl thel Chthonicl
Gods—thel Godsl of] thel Underworld—usefull,. nol doubt,]
butlbeinglgiftsiofithelGodslofithelUnderworlditheylwerel
inl theirl veryl naturel evil,l andl abhorrent! tol thel Gods] off
Light,;.whomIthelwhitelracesiworshipped.[IForithisireasonl
thel Egyptianslcontinuedtolusel stonelknivesltolopenlupl
thel corpsel preparatoryltolembalminglit,l longlafterl theyl
usedImetallknivesiconstantly.lIThelholyldead!mustinotlbel
polluted! withl thel gifts] ofl thel evill powers.l [ If] therel is!
anything! inl thel theory! ofl anl electricl orl magnetic!
dischargelbeinglmadelatitheltimelwhenlal metall pointlisl
applieditolnakedlleftlbreastllatithelobligation,thisiwould!
alsol bel al practicall reason;! thel presencel of! metall mightl
makelsuchlalchargeldangerous.lIButithelfirstireasonlisinol
doubtltheloriginallone,landlprobablylthelonlylone.l
Thelidealthatlwelbringl nothinglintolthislworldlis,[ off
course,likewiselobvious; butlitsifulllsignificancelisllostlinl
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ourl ritual,l althoughl seenlinl thel Irish.[ [ Therel al Can.[ isl
deprivedlofimetalslinithelfirstlandlinlthelsecondldegrees.!
ThelsignificanceloflthisiwilllbelrealisedlbylM.M.’sliflthey!
ponderlawhilelonithelmeaninglofithelS.W.’slPassIWord—]
“How! hardly! shalll a’ richl manl enter! thel kingdom! of!
Heaven.”—That! worldlyl possessions] hamperl al man’s(
spirituallprogresslisi proclaimedlbyleverylreligionlinlthel
world! whichl canl truly! bel called! great.l [ Thel Buddhistl
monklandithelmediaevalifriarfalikelagreelonthis.]

Why! pass] words! atl all?l I Herel wel wander! intol al
strangel! field,] naol lessl thanl thatl of? oldl worldl magic,l Il
think.[l Thel Can.lenterslanl E.A.lLodgel from[thel outsidel
world.llPriorltolhislentrylthisiLodgelhaslbeenlopenediby!
al peculiar] ceremony:—al ceremonyl which,[ inl thel thel
technicall language!l ofl magicl and! thel occult,] raises] thel
vibrations! of] thosel present;] thusl they! are,[ asl itl were,[
raisedltolalhigherlkey,landlforcelislgenerated.l/Nowlthosel
wholhavelstudiedlsuchlmattersiknowlthatla’bodylofimenl
whol arel alll concentratingl onl al particular] subject] dol
generatelalpeculiar,lsubtle,lbutipowerfullforce,lwhichlhas!
notl been] accuratelyl definedl byl science,l butl is] looselyl
called! magnetic.lInlthel old] days! ofl phenomenall magicl
certainl words,! whenl uttered! inl thel correctl tone,! werel
believed! tol bel in] consonancel withl this! “power,”l likel al
tuningl forklisl tolal violin.ll Thereforel wel givel thisl pass!
wordl tol thel Can.] tol raisel himl quicklyl tol thel samel
“power”las thelLodge.l[But!IlamlafraidllImaybelgetting!
rather] deepl for] our! younger] readers.] [ Alll I needl sayl
furtherlisithat!suchlpassiwordslareluniversallinlthelgreatl
mysterylrites,Jancientlorimodern,laridlitlisinotisurprising,!
therefore,l that! inl somel ritualsl wel findl al passl word]
leadingltolthell®.l



CHAPTERII V!
ADMISSION.]

NowiourlCan.lenterslandlislreceivedlonlalsharplinstrul
ment.[I ThisIsignifiesimanylthings,Jonelideal lyinglwithin!
thelother.llItlremindsluslofithelpainlwe,lasldistinct/from]
our! mothers,[ suffered! whenl wel entered! thisl physicall
world.l [ It] isl al test] ofl ourl couragel andl obedience.ll
Probablylinloldenldays!bloodlwasl drawnlaslal sacrifice.[l
ThelCan.lcomesiseekinglforiknowledge;lselflrestraintland!
quieticonfidencelshouldimarkihislbearing.!

Infalll primitivel initiatory! ritesl mostl painfull testsl arel
applied,]l andl if] thel candidatel does! notl bear] them{ with]
couragel helisl rejected,l andltoldlthat! henceforthl helisl tol
dresslaslalwomanlandlwilllbel treatedlwithlcontemptlbyl
thelmenlofitheltribe.l

Wel notelthat! thelinstrumentlislal Latinlcross, thelagel
oldlsymbollofisuffering,landlthislislthelonlylplacelinlthel
Lodgel wherel thel Can.[ seesl thisl cross,! (e.g.l whenl itl is]
shownl himllater)lthoughl M.M. sl may! realisel thatl therel
doeslcomelaltimelwhenlheltreadsthe]Waylof thelCrosslof!
Suffering.[

Thel usel ofl al Latinl Crossl as! thel sharpl instrumentl is!
peculiarlylsignificant,l forlitl isl associated! withl painlandl
theldangerl ofldeath,Jlandltellslus,linlsymbolicllanguage,l
that! thel way! of! lifel is! thel pathl ofl suffering,! and! beginsl
withithelthreat! ofldeathlandlendslinldeathlitself;l butlbyl
thislhardiroadiweldrawinearerltolthelobjectloflouriquest.]

NextlthelCan.lkneelsIwhilelthelblessinglofl Heavenlis!
invoked.l[ Thisl needsl nolexplanation,forl helislaboutltol
start’ onl Thel Questl and] needs! thel divinel help.]l Butl thel
phrasel “Relyingl onl suchl surel support,l youl may! safelyl

26
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riselandIfollowlyourlleader,].l.].],lforlwherelthelnamel of!
Godl isl invoked! wel trust! nol danger! canl ensue”l seems!
pointlesslinlEmulationlworking,foritheldangeriwaslatlthel
doorlandlis] passed.]1Butlat] Leeds] theylhavelal workingl
whichlis,[theylsay, derivedifromIthelOldlYorkIritual,Jandl
it’ldoeslexplainithisipassage.!

Il saw! thisl ceremony! atl Alfred[306,] Leeds.[] Thel Can.[
was! broughtl inl hoodwinked! andl biddenl tol kneel,l andl
afterlthelprayer,ithelWI.M.lsaid:—[

“Mrl Brown,[ itlis] but! fairl tol telll youl of! thel perilous]
positionliniwhichlyoularelnowlplaced.llBeforelyoulstandsl
onel withl al drawnl sword! in[ hisl hand,] pointedl at] your]
naked! leftl breast,landl behindlyoulonel holdslthel end off
thelcableltowlwhichlislaboutlyourlneck;linlhisposition[af[]
dificultyl@ndldanger,’inlwhomIdolyoulputlyourltrust?”[

Answer:—“IniGod.”]

W.M..—“Rightl gladlam! Il tol seel your! faithlislsol welll
founded;lrelyingletc.”l

HerelyoulseelthelCan.lislinldanger.[

NextlthelCan.lisltakenlroundlwithithelSun,Iforlthislisl
thelroadlofilife.llAndlinlalllancientireligionsionlenteringlal
templelalmanlhadltolfollow! this!path.llIn.Burmaltolthisl
day! yoularel expected]tol passl roundl thel pagodal inl thisl
manner.]] Thel wordsl are—*“Brethrenlinl thel North,] East,]
Southland!Westlwillltakelnotice. lItlislclearlthereforelthat!
emphasisl isl laid] onl thel fact] that! thel candidatel is]
following! thel pathl ofl thel Sun,. for] otherwisel why! notl
employlthelmorelusuallphrase,l“North,]South,]Eastland!
West?”lINowithelSwastika,;whichlmaylbelregardediasithel
“lost’sign”linlFreemasonry,tlindicates thelpathloflthelSun!
andlislthelemblem.ofllife,.whereasl thel SuwastikaZ islthel

emblem of! thel lifel beyond! thel grave,! for,] acordingl tol
0

Firstisuggestedlby!Wor.[Bro.ISirlJohniCockburn.]

ZJi.e.,ithelreversed Swastika.l
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ancientl symbolisml andl eschatology,l thel departed] soull
wentlthroughlthelunderworldlthelreverselway,jjustlasithel
Suniwaslsupposeditoldo,’e.g.,[W.IS.JE.IN.IIThis,lthenlisithel
roadlofithelSpirits.

Thus! thel candidatelstarts] onlthelsymbolicljourney! ofl
life,Jandlinlsomelofitheleighteenthicenturylrituals’therellis!
evidencel that! thel wayl wasl madel hard] andl difficult,] tol
symboliseltheltrialslandltribulationsiwelmeetiwithlinllife,
particularlyliflwelstriveltolattainitolthelLight.[[Thisllessonl
isistillltaughtlinlcertainiforeignlrituals..

In] “Freemasonryl andl thel Ancient! Gods™[ Il havel disl
cussed! thel probabilityl ofl thel theoryl thatl thel Swastika3]
wasoncelusedlinlourlLodges tolrepresent]God,laslitlstilll
isl inl thel operativel lodges,] andl havel shownl that] al
squarel=lalgamma,ithel Greekl“G,”landlthereforelthatithel
fourfoldlgammalrepresentsithelfourllettersiofithelHebrewl
alphabetlwhichldenotelthelsacredlnamel ofl God.I  Ilrefer!
againitolthislpointllater,Jandisolwilllcontentimyselfiwithl
saying(thatlinlanloperativellodgelthelSwastika,lislformed]
oflfourlgallowlsquares,Joneloflwhichlalwaysl restslonlthel
openlvolumelofithelBible,lwhilelthelotherlthreelbelongltol
thelthreelGrand!Master]Masons,/andlarelplaced!byltheml
onlthelBiblelbeforelopeninglthelLodge,linlsuchlalwaylas!
tolformlalSwastika.l

Thuslevenltoldaylinithelmanneriofiourprogressiround]
thel Lodgel wel arel remindedl ofl thatl agelold! symbol,l
whichlislfoundlallloverlthelworldlrepresentingl Lifeland!
thelSun,[thellatterlbeinglitselflanlemblemiforlGod.

ThelCan.lislthenltoldItolsteploffiwithithelleft/foot first.[
Why?[ [ Becausel thel Preserverl inl ancient! mythology! isl
alwaysl depicted! asl tramplingl withl his] left] footl onl thel
SerpentloflEvil.[IThislisIso,lalikelinlancient!lEgypt,linlIndial
[andielsewhere.]

3First’suggestediby!Wor.Bro.[SirlJohnlCockburn.!
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Butl somel may! ask] “Why! should! Horus! or! Krishnal
plantlhislleftlfootlonlthelserpentlofl Evil?ll MajorSander]
son,/wholhaslspentimanylyearslinINyasalandlas!Medicall
Officerlof]Health,Jlandlhaslbeenlinitiatedlintolmanyinativel
rites,[tellsimelthatlamonglmanyprimitivelracesitherelislal
superstition] that! whenl enteringl al shed! where! ricel isl
storedlonel mustlenterlrightlfootlfirst,]“solaslnotltol hurt]
thelSpirit’wholrulesloverlthelricelstore.”[[ Thelsamelideal
prevailsl amongl thesel peoplel whereverl food! isl stored,[
andlwelherelgetlanlexplanationlofl“leftifoot first.”]

WhenlfightinglagainstithelSpiritloflEvillyouldoldesirel
tolhurtlhim,landlsolreverselthelsuperstition,landlsteploff]
left] footl first.l [ Thisl is] Major! Sanderson’s! view,] and Il
considerlitlislprobablylthelcorrectione.]

It may! alsol bel wellltol pointl out] that] ourl ceremonies]
havel comel inl contact,! atl various] periods,] withl many!(
different! religious! beliefs,l and! this! fact! explains! why!
therel arel often] severall meaningsl attached! tol certainl
pointslinithelritual,lalllofiwhichimaylbelcorrect.!

Thel great] serpent,l Apepi,. inl Egypt,] represents] thel
powerslofispirituallevil,le.g.lthel Devil.l1Butlitlalsolspecil
ficallylrefersitolignorance,laccording’tolthelIndianllegend!
inlwhichlKrishnaltrampleslonlthelfivelheadedicobra.lIThel
fivel heads,] moreover,. alsol havel al referencel tol our! fivel
senses,/whichlinlthatlallegorylmustlbelcleansedlofleveryl
evillthought.l

Thuslwel maylconsiderlthat! thelWorldlislrepresented!
bylthel Cablel Tow.landl hoodwink,landlthelbrotherhood!
helpslusltolfreelourselvesifromithem.[ThelFleshlisireprel
sentedlbylthelfirstiregularisteplinilwhichlwel*trample”lonl
thel Taul Cross,*] whilel thel Devill isl represented!l byl thel
snake,loflwhoselexistencelwelarelremindedlbylthelwarnl
Eng]toﬂ“step]ofﬂwithﬂthe]Ieft]footﬂfirst.”ﬂ

4[Thelonly Taulcrosslisithatimadelbylthelfeetlinltakingithelstep..—IT.S.]!
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Strictly,lthelCan.IshouldlenterithelLodgelinlthelNorth,!
notlinlthelWest.[[ThelNorthlislthelplacelofldarkness,land!
at’birthlwelcomeloutlofldarknesslintolphysicalllight,/and!
solinlthelspiritualljourney.lIThislisldonelat]Leeds.!

Outl ofl thel darkness,! Light.l]But!thel LightIshinethlinl
theldarknesslandlthelcandidatelcomprehendslitl not,lforl
thel darkness] ofl grossl materialisml isl uponl him[ untill hel
kneelslbeforelthelemblemlofitheldivinellight,thelV1.SI.L.]

ThelCanlislthenlchallengedlbylthelJ.W.landlthelSI.W.[
ThelJl.D.[givesithelpassiword!“Freelandlof]lG.R.,”landlthel
Wardensl acknowledgel its! potencyl andl bidl him![ enterl
(Notel“enter)lasliflhelwereloutsidelaldoorlonlwhichlhel
hadlknockedlforladmission.[[ Thislbringsitolourmindlthel
threelregularlknocks.l

Forlreasonsiwhichicannotibelstatedlhere,lbutiwhichlliwil Il
deallwithimorelfullyllater,]l1lsuggestithatithelE.A.lLknocksl
remind]us!that! manlis! Body,! Soullandl Spirit,Jandas’inl
thisl stagel ofl ignorancel thel Body! islas! important] asl thel
otherltwo,[thelthreelknockslarelallloflequallduration.llLest]
anylmisunderstandlthis,lliwouldlarguelthatlinlthelprocess!
ofl creation! first] thel Spirit] comesl froml God;] secondly,!
clotheslitselflwithlalSoul,landlfinallylentersiflesh.ll Thus,!
thelfirstlknocklrepresentsithelSpirit,seekinglGodIwhencel
iticame,[thelsecond,thelSoul,landlthelthird,lthelBody.l

Tolunderstandlthelfulllmeaninglofithislpassinglbylthel
WardenslonelneedsltolconsideriwhylthelCanlislbeinglled!
roundlthelLodge.'Therelareltwolreasonslgiven—I!

(DI Tolshowithatlhelislproperlylprepared.

(2)ITolshowl thatl hel isl al fitl andl proper] personl tol bel

madelalmason.]

BeinglmadelalmasonisymbolisesithelbirthloflthelChrist]
within,] and! beforel anyonel canl attain! tol thisl mysticall
rebirthl hel must] havel progressed] somel way! alongl thel
road! ofl evolution,! havel gained! certainlexperiences,! and!
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learnticertainllessons.I'ThinklagainlofithelPass!Word,Freel
andloflGoodIReport!llInlthelearlieristagesimanlisibound]
inlmaterialism—earthlylthingslsatisfy,/andlhelislruledlby!
hislphysicallpassions.]1ThelCan.Iforlmasonrylhaslbegun(
toldesirelmorelthanlthelmaterial:lhelhaslfelt/theldesirelforl
spirituall growthl andl knowledge.l and! sol hasl becomel
“free.”l [ Thislisl recognised! asl hel passesl thel J.W.—whal
representsithel MateriallNature.llNext helapproaches]thel
SI.W.—thel representativel ofl thel Soul—andlwithl thel aid!
ofithelPass!Wordlislagain'bidden(tolenter./Notice,/havingl
passed]! thel materiall stage,] whenl thel Bodyl reignsl
supreme,] thel Soull immediatelyl takes! control,] andl
presentsithel Can.[tolthelW.M.—ilk.,[thelSoullcallslupon!
thelDivinelSpiritlofiGodltolgivelLightltolthelCan.!

Thelreplylisisignificant,/but’islalmostlincomprehensiblel
unlesslonelunderstandsithelsymbolicalljourneyiwhichithel
Canl has! just] taken,land! onel isl apt! tol wonderl why! thel
questionsiwhichifollowlwerelnotlaskedlatlthelverylbeginl
ningl oflthelceremony.[[ Reallyl theylarel mostlimportant![]
Theyl constitutel thel finall testing! ofl thel C.[ beforel hel isl
biddenl tol advancel towardsl thel E.] tol receivel thel Light,[
and!enter! onl thel pathway! whichl begins] withl initiationl
andlendsiwithiGodIHimself.lAlsoltheylarelverylsearching:l
thel Can.] beingl requiredl tol declarel solemnlyl thatl hel
comeslseekinglknowledge,lnotlbecauselothersideairelhiinl
toldolso,lnorlyetlforlunworthylmotiveslofipersonallgain,l
but! becausel hel is! prompted! from[ withinl byl a’ genuinel
desirel tol helpl Humanity.ll Thenlfollows! al hint] thatl thel
journeyl upwardsl isl byl nol means] easy,l and! patience,l
perseverance,lcautionlandlcouragelarelessentiallifivwelarel
tol achievel ourlgoal.ll Thel Can.l havingl repliedl satisfacl
torily,[thelSI.W lislgivenlpermissionitoldirectithelguideltol
instructlhimlinithelproperimethodlofladvancingltowardsl
thelLight.l
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Thisl is] byl threel squares! whichl symbolise,! notl only!l
uprightnesslofilife,/butlalsolthelthreelletters]ofithel Great!
Name,[Yod,]He,[Vau;IMale,[Female,JandlVariable.llInlotherl
words,/GodlthelFather,IMother,/andIChild;landlthelfourthl
squarelisionlthelaltar,iwhichlgiveslusithelfinallHe, orlthel
completel namel ofl Himl wel seek,—Jehovah,l orl J.H.V.H.[
Butl thel letter] HEI (pronouncedl Hay)! isl female,l andl its!
femalelaspectlislemphasisedibyithelpositionlofithelSquarel
andl Compasses,! whichl forml al lozenge,l itselfl al welll
knownl symboll forl thel Vesical Piscis,] asl alll who! study!
heraldryl know;] forl inl heraldry]l al woman’s] arms{ arel
placed,lnotlonlalshield,laslarelalman’s,lbutlonlallozenge.!

Algreatitruthlislhereltaught,—thatleachlsoullislpartlofl
thelDivinelwholelandicannotlbelseparatedifromithelGodI
welseek.lIThelCan.lislonlyljustlaboutltolemergelfromithel
darkness! of] grossl materialism,] yetl thel Godl hel seeksl isl
withinlhim.[ITruelHelislsolveiledithatimanyldolnotirealisel
Hisl presence,ljust] asl hundreds! of] Candidates! tread! out!
thel proper] stepsl withoutl ever] realisingl theirl fulll signil
ficance,lbutlthoselwhaolriselabovelthelmateriallstartionithel
pathloflreturnitol God,landleachlstagelthatlitheyl pass,lasl
theyl progressl alongl thel path,! reveals! morel fullyl Hisl
NaturelandiBeing.[

Notice,l thel C.[ onlyl treadsl threel squares—Yod,] He,[
Vau;!Male,lFemale,[Variable; thelfourthisquarelneededitol
completelthelwholelisl onlthel Pedastal.ll Thislisl particul
larly! significant—neverl whilstl inl thel fleshl shalll wel bel
ablelfullyltolcomprehendiHisInature.lINolfinitelmindlican!
comprehend!thel Infinitel Deity. [ 1tlisl onlyl afterlwel havel
leftithelfirstlinitiationllonglbehind,/andltravelledfar,/that!
wel canl hopel tol obtainl thatl transcendent] knowledgel
whichl enablesl usl tol understand, fully,l thel Naturel andl
BeingloflIHimIWholislthelbeginninglandlendloflall.l

Againl comes] thel reminderl thatl Masonryl is] free;l
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entrance! tol thel pathl canl onlyl bel gained! by thosel whol
hearl thel calll fromIwithin.ll Nolonel isl coerced;:—even! atl
thisllatelstagelthelCan.lisIgivenlanlopportunityltolretire.[
Thusl hel is] asked! if] hel isl willingl tol takel al seriousl
Obligation,landlon’hislagreeingltoldolso, the!lW.M.Idirects!
himItolkneellonlhislleftlknee,letc.[lIt’shouldIbelnotedlthat!
thel leftl sidel of] anl individuall is] usuallyl saidl tol bel
‘Feminine,landitlisInotisurprising,itherefore,lthatlinlthis,!
thelfirstiandlfemineldegree,lthelC.[isltoldItolkneellonlhisl
left! knee.l[ Noticel thel exact! position!l1Onl thel left] knee,!
kepeinglthelrightIfootlinithelformloflsquare.llNowlwhenl
youl kneellonlthelleftlkneelyoulmustlofl necessitylformlal
squarelatithatlknee,Jand,liflyoultrylit,lyoulwilllfindIthatl
youl cannotl keepl thel rightl footl inl thel form![ ofl al squarel
without! keepingl thel right! kneelinl thel formloflalsquarel
also;[soloncelagainiwelgetithreelsquares,/withlthelfourthl
on! thel Pedestal.l [ Thus! wel get] another! glimpsel ofl thel
truthl already! hinted! at,] thatl eachl soull isl part! of] thel
Divinelwhole,landlcannotl bel separatedl froml God.I11 Thel
Can.lislonlyJjust]about! tol emergel from]thel darkness! off
ignoranceland,lyetlhelislinstructedlsoltolkneellthatlbylhisl
very! attitude.—i.e.l byl forming! threel squares! withl hisl
body! (thel fourthl beingl onl thel Pedestal)—hel showsl
symbolicallyl thatl thel God! hel seeksl isl within.[ [ Possibly]
thelCan.lisInotllconsciouslofIHis[presence,lanyimorelthan(
hel realizes! thcl significance!l ofl thel steps] byl whichl hel
approachedithelPedestal,lorlofithelposturelhelassumesias!
helkneels(thereat,lyetiverilylGodlislwithlhim,Jandiwithinl
him, and,!beltheljourney’short! orllong,! backltol God!hel
mustlreturn.[1Oncel al Mason,leverlal Mason;[ therel isl nol
suchlthinglasistrayinglpermanentlyfromithelpath.l

I



CHAPTERIV!
THEIOBLIGATION.!

WHyishouldItherelbelanylObligation?llInJalllthelancientl
mysterieslanlobligationiwaslexactedIforlthisireason:—Thel
secretlteachingslinlinlthesel mysteriesldisclosedlanlinner]
meaning,loftenloflalmostlexaltedlkind,lunsuitablelforlthel
generall public,] wholwerel lackingl inl education.ll Inl thel
ancientlworldl thel externall religion,l withlitsl worshipl ofl
manyl gods,[ suitedlthel ordinarylman]ofithelworld,! whol
waslincapableloflcomprehendingimoreladvancdispirituall
truths.] [ It] wouldl havel been] dangerous,! alikel tol thel
populacel andl tol thel preacher,] tol havel shoutedl aloud!
suchl al doctrinel as! thel essentiall unity’ of] God,] and! stilll
morelfatalitolhavelattemptedItoldescribelHisINature.lIThel
dangerftolthelpopulacelwouldlbelthat’thelpreacherimightl
destroyltheirlbelieflinithelreligiousisystemlinlwhichlthey!
hadlbeenlreared,Iwhilelfailingltolconvertlthemlproperly!
tol thel new! doctrine.l [ Forl thcl preacher,] thel fatel ofl
Socrates,]andl thelfailurel ofithelsolcalled] hereticl Kingl off
Egypt—whol tried! tol popularisel thel worshipl ofl thel onel
God,lunderlthel symboll ofl thel Atenldisk,[ orl diskl ofl thel
Sun—arelsufficientlevidencelofithelriskslwhichlwouldlbel
encountered.!]

Moreover,ltheselmysteriesialll purported(tolteachlcerl
tainl occult] secrets,! whose! diffusion! among! vicious,] orl
ignorant,imenlwouldlhavelbeenldangerous./[Evenlinlthel
Middlel Agesltheseldangersiwerelstilllverylreal..lAnyldel

[
[Akhenaten’sfailurelwasllargelytolthelentrenchedlpowerlofithel Theban!
priesthood! whol wherel themselves! heading. towards! monotheisml by
assimilatingl alll thel gods] tol AmunIRI.[] Atenisml tended! rather] towards!
exclusion.[—T.S.]{

34
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viationl froml orthodoxyl mightl havel endangeredl thel
sociallfabriclofithelcommunity,landlsuchlanlattemptiwasl
certainl tol involvel thel advocatel of] new!l doctrines] inl al
strugglelwithl Churchland]Statelwhichlcouldlonlylendlat]
thelstake.]

WithinlanloathlboundlSocietyl menIfeltifreeltolspecul
latelandlicompareltheirlpersonallstandpoints,iwhileltolthel
outsidelworldl theyl continued! tol conform(tol orthodoxy.T
ThelfateloflithelTemplarsimustlhavelbeenlanleverlpresent!
warningtothelspcculativelmind,linithelMiddlelAges.!

Inl addition,] therel is] littlel doubtl that] thel building!
trades,l likel otherl Guilds,! hadl important] tradel secrets,]
andlwishedltolsafeguarditheselfromlinterlopers.lJAlmedil
eevallGuild,lonlthelonelhandlprotectedithelinterestsloflits]
members,l whilel onl thel otherlit] trained! thosel members,[
andlinspectediandlpasseditheiriwork;thuslprotectingithel
communitylfromldeliberatelfraudloricarelessiwork.[INorl
must! it] bel forgotten]thatlinl al building! bad!workI might!
involvelactuall dangerltolthelusersloflthatl building.llFor]
allltheselreasonslitlwaslrightlandlproperlthat'nolonelwhol
waslnotlalmemberlofithelfraternitylshouldlbelinlposses!
sionloflitsitradelsecrets.l

Thel obligationl is] undoubtedlyl ancient,l butl itsl fulll
significancelislrealisedlbylfew.]

Thelpenaltylisideath,JandlinithelMiddlelAgeslliidolinot!
doubtlthatlit’\wouldlhavelbeenlenforced,'thoughltoldaylit!
isipurelylsymbolical .l

Studyingl it] carefully,! wel notel inl passing! thel word!
“hele,”—whosel meaningl hasl alreadyl beenl explained,—
andlalsolthatleverylprinted! rituallinlexistencelislalclear!
breachloflourlOblgation.lIThelstrictlinterpretationlofithis!
I

A[Thel traditionall penaltyl clauses] werel excisedl from! thel oaths! by! thel
GrandiLodgeloflEnglandlin’thel1980slori1990slandlarelnowlonlylmentioned!
inlthellectureslandithelexplanationlofithelsigns..—T.S.]!
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clauselislonelofithelreasonsiwhylwelcannotlexpect’tolfindl
anyl mediaevallrituals,]althoughlthel factl thatl thel bulkl of]
thelmemberslinithoseldaysicouldinotireadlorlwritelwould!
lessenitheltemptationitolmakelthem.l

Fromlal practicallpointloflview, however,Ithelessentiall
objectl tolday! isl tol prevent] anyonel whol hasl hotl beenl
regularlyl initiated! froml enteringl ourl Lodges] andl thel
printed! rituall usuallyl does! this,! forl signs,! words,l and!
gripslarelmissing,landlalcarefullcrossiquestioningiwould!
undoubtedlylleadltoltheldiscoveryloflanlimposter, evenlif!
helcouldlproducelalstoleniGrandiLodgelcertificate.l

Inlthelalteredlconditionsloflthelpresentleralourisecrecy!
is] morel ofl thel naturel ofl privacy,! unlikel that] which!l
prevailsl inl al politicall secretl society,! whichl usuallyl has!
revolutionaryltendencies.l

Thel oldl penaltyl has! manylstrikingl points.l It means!
that! thel culprit] willl bel slain,! and! his! body! buried! inl
unconsecrated!ground.[[ Morelthanlthat, thelgroundican!
neverbelconsecrated,land,laccordingltolthelbeliefsloflthel
middlelages,landlalsolofithel16th,/17thlandl18thicenturies,!
thelsoulloflalmanisolburiedl couldInotlrestlinlpeace,lbutl
wouldlwanderluplandldownlinimisery!tillithelJudgment!
Day.[[Suicides,! forlalsimilar]reason, werel buriedl atl thel
crossl roads,l and] tol preventl theirl bodiesl beingl usedl byl
vampires! al stakel was! driven! through! thel middlel ofl
thebodyltolkeeplitinailedldown.ll(Itlshouldlbelnotedlthat]
evenlinlEnglandithelpenaltiesivarylinldifferentllocalities).l

Thuslthelculpritlisinotlonlyldoomedltoldeath, butitolbel
al wandering! outcast spirit! tilll thel day] when! thel Greatl
JudgelconsignslititolHell.llItlisInotIperhapslalverylcharil
table,lor!Christianlidea,lbutlthatlislwhatlisimeant,lalllthel
same.l

Theltonguelisiremovedlsolthatlhelcannotispeaklonlhisl
ownlbehalflat'thelJudgmentDay.!
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Thel morel effectivel punishment! is,” ofl course,l al later]
“gloss”linsertedlatl altimel when,l owing! tol better] policel
supervision,! it! would! havel been] dangerous! tol thel
memberslofithelOrder{tolenforcelthelancientlpenalty.lITol
day,linlEngland,itlis! thel only!l effectivel penalty,] butlinl
somel foreign! countries! deathl is! stilll enforced] underl
certainl circumstances.] [ Unl suchl cases,] however,] thel
Lodgeslarelusuallylstronglyl political,landl revolutionary(
inl tendency.[ [ Butl withl usl itl stilll retains! anl obvious[
symbolicalimeaning.!

Immediately] afterl thel Obligationl thel Wl .M. says,!
“Havinglbeenlkeptl.l.l.”]etc.llWelhavelseenlthatlthelCan.]
hasl already] been] askedl severall questions, thesel havel
graduallylledlupltolthis,lthelgreatestlandimostlimportant![
Nowlthelclimaxlisireached.llltlislaslifithelW.M.Isays,lyoul
haveldeclaredithatlyoularelhereloflyourlownifreelwill,Inotl
forJunworthyl motives,! but! led! bylan!earnest desirel forl
knowledge.! [ Yourl] humilityl andl obediencel havel been!
tested,] andl youl arel thereforel entitled] tol request] thel
fulfilmentlofithelgreatestidesireloflyourlheart.[IThelquesl
tionl putlatithisicmomentlcanlbelansweredlbylnolonelbut!
thel C.SIforlitlisimeant(tolteachlhimithatlessentialllessonl
thatlnolappeallforiLightlisieverlmadelinlvain.lIHislanswerl
given,lthelW.M.[says,[“Thenlletl.l.”etc.]INoticelthelword]
“restored.”]1Mysticall rebirthl markslthel beginninglofl ourl
journey! towards] thel Light, ofl our]ascentl towards]l God,|
but! itl is] al restoration—al journey! back! tol Him! from![
WhomIwelcame.l

Exactlylthelsamelprocedurel isl followedlinlthel initial
Eory]ritesioﬂthe[Turkish[Dervishes.D]Amonthhem,]howD
S[Evenlinithelabsenceloflaldirectlpromptithelquestion—“Havinglbeenlkept!
forlalconsiderableltimelinlalstatelofidarkness,/what!...lislthelpredominant’
wishloflyourlheart?”lis[fairlylleading; on thelotherlhandl*“injZwhomIdolyou

putlyourltrust?”Irequiresisomelthought,landlonelsuspectsiCan.slgenerally’
arelpromptedion’thatlone.—IT.S.]!
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ever,[thelincidentlisifollowedIbylalbeautifullexpositionlofl
thel mysticall meaningl ofl Light.0 1 It is] thel Divinel Light,l
emblemloflGodIHimself,JandlofIDivinelinspiration.ll1tlis,[
moreover,lpresent,.notlonlylinithelsacredlwritings,lbutlin]
everyltruelbeliever’siheart.I Thellightlofl thelsunlitselflisl
butlal faintl similitudeloflthel DivinelLightloflGod’sl love,[
throughlwhich,landlinlwhich,lwelhavelourlbeing.!

Thoughl notl expressed! inl our! ritual,] this act] hasl thel
samelinnerimeaning,lasiilhavelexplained.

Soltol thel Can.l Lightlisl restored,l andl hel sees,[ what?l
ThelV.S.L.,[thelSquarelandithelCompasses.[[ThelV.SI.L.Jisl
inlalplaceloflhonour,lbecauselwithoutlitsidivinelstandard!
andlauthoritylthelSquarelandlCompassesiplacedithereon!
wouldl bel practicallyl meaningless.[[ Thesel latter] forml al
lozenge,!whichlas! Il havel alreadylsaid,!is! a’ welll known!
symbollforithelVesicalPiscis,/whichlrepresentsithelfemalel
orlpreservativelprinciplelofithelDeity,/withoutlwhichlwel
couldlnotlexistlforlalsinglelday,lorlhopeltolbelpreserved]
fromithelpowerslofldarknessiwhichithreatenlusiuponlour]
spiritualljjourney.]

Thusl thel W.M.Is] words] teach] thel aspirant] thatl wel
havelaldutyltolGod,lourselves,landlouribrotherimen.!

ThelCan.lislraisedlwithlthelproperlgrip,lbutlithislisinot!
explainedlationce.llRatherlhislattentionlisldirectedltolthe]
threellesserllights,iwhichlwelareltoldIrepresentlthel Sun,l
MoonJandithelMaster.[

Asl ourl Lodges] arel atl present] arrangedl thel W.M.[
shouldlpointitolthelSouthlforithelSun,JandltolthelWestIfor!
thel Moon,lbutlitl mustl beladmitted! thatlthellessonitol bel
derived! froml thesel threel luminaries! isl notl very! clear,[
Indeed,l thel Moonl playsl nol reall partl inl ourl mysteries,]
whichlarelessentiallylsolarlinicharacter,[whilelthelimpliedl
contrast] betweenl Sun,] Moon,] and! Masterl is] inl nol way!
helpful.l
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InCrealitylthelthreellesserllightslarelthelWI.M,landhis]
twol wardens! withl theirl respectivel candles,[ andl thesel
officers! have!l al reall symbolicl meaning! ofl greatl imporl
tance,l whichl symbolicl characters! theyl maintainl
consistentlylthroughoutlallithreeldegrees.!

My! personall view! isl that! itl wasl tol thel lightsl onl thel
pedestals,l andl theirl respectivel officers,l thatl this! phrasel
originallylapplied,]and! that! thel Sunland! Moonl arel 18thl
centurylinterpretations.!

THEITHREEIPRINCIPALIOFFICERS.I

Inl anyl casel thisl makesl al convenient] placel in] which! tol
consider! thel symbolicl meaningl of] thel threel principall
officerslinlallodge.llThelW.M.Irepresents thelrisingISun,l
andl inl this] sensell hel coversl twol distinctl meanings:l thel
firstlinlconnectionlwithithelnaturelof!God,landlthelotherl
withl regardl tol thel naturel oft man.ll Andlal similarl duall
characterlexistslinithelcaseloflS.W.landlJ.W.[

Thel W.M.[represents] God! thel Creator—Helwhol calls]
thelLodgelintolbeing—Helwholcreated!thelWorldloutlof]
Chaos.IlInlIndialthislaspectlofiGod, thelIncomprehensible,
hasl beenl individualised! as! Brahma,! sol thatl thel devoteel
maylbelableltolcomprehendIHim,Jatlleastlinlpart.

ItlislthelMasterlwholopensithelLodge,/wholcallslitlout!
ofl nothing.l1 Hel sitsll inl the] East, thel placel of] light;l but]
thoughlhelopens,lheldoesinoticloselthellodge.!

ThatlislthelworkloflanotherlaspectlofithelDivinelBeing.!

Inlthel naturel oflmanlthelWI.M,Irepresentsithel Spirit,[
thel Divinel Sparkl withinl us,l everl strivingl forl thel light,
neverltrulylseparatedifromitheldivinelsourceloflitsibeing.l
Thisl duall aspectl ofl thel W.M.[ andl hisl principall officersl
mustlbelbornelinimind,liflwelareltoldelveldownlintolthel
inner,lorlesoteric,meaningloflourlwonderfullrituals.]
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Thel ST.W.[ represents! thel Settingl Sun,l and! hence! thel
destructive,] orl transformative,! aspects! ofl thel Deity.[l
AmonglthelHindoos! thislaspectlislcalled!Uiva.llHelshalll
oneldaylcloselthelGrandlLodgeloflthisiWorld,lwhenltimel
shalllbelswallowedluplintolEternity.]ThelS1.W.[closesthel
Lodge.ll Aslthel Destroyerlhelremindsluslthat] Death, thel
greatlleveller,Iwilllbringlalllmenllow,landlhisl symbollis]
thelLevel.]

This] inl itself] remindsl us! ofl thel castel mark! ofl Jiva,]
whichlislalhorizontallline.l1Butlinl thel naturelofl Manlhel
represents] thel Soul,! whichl alonel enables] thel Spiritl tol
raiselthelbodyltowardsidivinelthings.!

Withoutlthelmediumilofithel Soul,lthel Spiritiwouldlbel
unableltolinfluencelthelbody.llItlisIforlthislreasonlthatithel
Can.lislinvestedlinicraftimasonrylbythelS.W.lorlSoul,Jand!
notlbylthelW.M. IrepresentinglithelDivinelSpark.[IThuslwel
learnlthatlwelmustlraiselourselves,Isteplbylstep,itowardsl
thelDivinelLight.llDivalis,labovelall,[thelgreatiM.M.[

Thell.W.lrepresentsithelSunlinlitsIMeridian.llHelstands!
forlthelWayloflLife,lthelbalancelbetweenlbirthlandldeath.[l
Hislislthelsunnylsidelofllife.]l Hel callsluslfromllabourltol
refreshmentl andl refreshmentl tol labour.l [ In[ thel divinel
aspectlhelrepresentsithelPreserver, called! ViddulinlIndia,l
oft whom( it] itl stated! thatl as! Ramal hel sentl thel skilfull
craftsman,! Hanuman,l tol build! thel bridge! for] Him,] byl
meansloflwhichlHelcrossedithelstraitsitolfightlagainstithel
powersloflevil,linlancient!Ceylon.[

Vidaul is] associated! with! thel element] ofl water,] andl
withlcorn,Jandlhislcastelmarklislalperpendicularistraight!
line,lreferringltolthelrainlwhichifallsifromlheaven.l1 Thisl
symbollislirememberedlinlourllodgeslbylthelplumblrule.

Inl thel naturel ofl manl hel stands! forl thel body,]whichl
perishes.] [ Hel isl Hiraml Abiffl in] thel Grandl Lodgel atl
Jerusalem.[[ Hel represents] the!l lifel andl sufferings! of’ thel
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body,lonlylterminatedibyldeath,lthelbodylwhichlinleveryl
manl dies] beforel itsl divinel workl isl accomplished.[ 1 Our!
divinel templel is! not! finished! at! death:! alll that! wel can!
hopel isl thatl thel foundations! havel beenl welll andl trulyl
laid.llInlshort,[inlthisllifelwelcannotlhopeltol“seelGodIfacel
tol face,”Inor, beinglfinite,Jcanlwel trulylcomprehendl thel
Infinite,! but] wel can] hopel tol makel suchl progress! that,l
whenl calledl hence,l wel shalll bell ablel tol continue,] and!
complete,lthelworkloflourlownisalvationlonlthelfoundal
tionsloflalgood,landlspiritual,earthlylife.l

Finally,[ itl is] tol bel noted! thatl inl everyl degreel thesel
threelofficersicoloperateltoladvancelthelCan.,landlsolitlis]
inl thel spirituall life,l forl body,l soull andl spiritl mustl col
operatelifireallprogresslisitolBelattained.]

Next,lthelCan.lislinformedlofithelthreelgreat’dangers—
noteltheltriplicitylagain—andithel fewlsentencesldevoted!
tol them] mustl hel considered! inl thel light! of! what! hasl
alreadylbeenlwrittenlbylmelonithelSharplinstrument,ithel
CablelTow,landlthelObligation.]

At’theldoorlofithelLodgelthelCan.lwaslinigreatldanger,!
becausel entrancel thereat! marked] thel beginningl of] thel
ccremonyloflinitiationlintol Masonry,landlinitiationIsym{
bolizesithelmysticallrelbirth—thelendlofitheldescentlintol
matterlandithelbeginninglofithelascentlitolGod—andltherel
canlbelnolmorelcriticalltimelthanlthat.lIThelSharplInstrul
mentl ] warns[ us] ofl thel dangersl of] rushingl unprepared!
intolthelfieldlofloccultism,lwhilelthelCablel Towlindicates!
thel danger! thatl thel Divinel Sparkl mayl bel quenched;[
strangled! by! materialism,] ifl wel dol not! continuel steadl
fastly.'Butleveniwhenltheseldangerslarelpassed,ithroughl
outlthel wholel of]l ourl mysticl journeyl therel remainsl that]
last’/dangerlofiourliobligation,/namely,lthat’oflinfidelityltol
thelvowslwhichimarkedlourlentrance,lorl oflabandoningl
ourlfurtherlquestiforllight;—knowinglthelright,_butldelil
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beratelyl choosingl thel wrong.l [ Thisl means! death;l notl
primarilylphysicalldeath,/butlthatlgreaterideath,lreferred!
tol byl ourl Hindool Brethrenl asl “Beingl bornlagainl atl thel
bottomloflthelladderloflevolutionluplwhichlwelhavelforl
sollonglbeenlascending.”!
Welnexticomeltolthelmoment,isollonglexpected,/when!
thelsecretslareldisclosed.lINoldoubtimanylBrethrenlcould]
notlsuppresslal slightlfeelingl ofl disappointmentl atltheirl
comparativel insignificance.l 1 Wasl suchl al tremendous!
Obligation] necessaryl tol safeguardl al Sign,l Word,! andl
Grip,iwhichlappearitolbelpurelylarbitrary?l
Thislguestionlislalfairlone,landlthelanswerlislthatlthel
Obligationlsafeguards,inotisolmuchithelGrip,letc.,Iwhichl
arelbutlthel outwardland!visiblelsigns,laslthelinnerlesol
tericl meaning,l hiddenlinlourlritual,landl neverl properlyl
explained.]
Firstly,[thelW.M.linstructslthelCan.linlthelfirstlregularl
steplwhichlonlinvestigationlprovesitolbeltheltaulcross.!
Theltaulcrossiwaslorginallylthelphallus,landlhasimany!
innerl meanings.[ [ It] is] thel emblem! of? generation,] and!
creation,butlsincelthesel powersimaylbelprostitutedithey!
mustlbelbroughtlundericontrol.llAsithelfirstlregularistep,!
it] representsl our] naturall and] animall passions,] whichl
mustlbeltrampledlunderfootlandlbroughtlundericompletel
control,l otherwisel welcannot! makelanyladvancementlinl
Freemasonry.[ [ Inl plainl language,l unlessl wel bringl our!
passionsl intol completel subjection,] wel cannotl hopel tol
advancel towardsl al truel knowledgel ofl God.I[ Forlthat,! I
consider [isithelreallsearch.lorlqucst.linlFrecmasonry.l
Thereforel inl every! onel of] thel Craft] degrees, wel
tramplelonltheltaulcross.lltiwilllbelrememberedithatlonel
I

4I[Thislinterpretationlisiabsurd, aslalready.noted..lOnelcan’hardlylbelsaid!
tol“trample”lonlafigurelwhichlislonlylformedibylthelpositionliofione’sifeet.
Ifinotlalblind,lit’‘demonstratesithelwriter’slhylophobiclbias.—IT.S.]!
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ofithelchargeslagainstithelTemplarslinl1307,)wasthatitheyl
trampledl onl thel cross,] andl thisl chargel seemsl tol bel
correct.lYetitheselsamelmenladored thelCross(threeltimes]
alyearlinitheiriceremonies,landimoreoverifoughtlandidied!
forlitlonlonimanylalcorpselstrewn(fieldlin/Palestine.!

IThavelnoldoubtlthislactlofltheirsiwaslalsymobliclact,!
associated! morel withl thel crossl asl anl emblem! offl our!
passion,lthaniwiththelChristianicrosslofisuffering.l

Yetlsymbolsimergelbylimperceptibleldegreeslintoleach!
other,landlsolitlis! that!welcanltrulylsay!that!Christlwas]
crucified] onl thel Cross] orl ourl passions.] [ Inl medigevall
pictureslyoulwilllusuallylfindithatlwhilelChristlhangslon!
alLatin,lorlfourlarmedicross,/theltwolthieveslarelhunglon]
thelTau,lorlthreelarmedicrosses.l[ Thislindicates thatlthey!
died! forl theirl ownl sins,] but! Christl who! hangs! on( thel
crosslofisacrificeldiedforithelsinsioflothers.!

Thus,Imylbrothers,thelfirstiregularisteplisifullloflinner]
meaning, norl isl thisl thel onlyl placel inl which! wel meet!
withl thell taul cross! inl thel craft.l [ Its] higherl and] holier]
aspect] whenl associated] withl thel W.M.[ I shalll discuss!
later.]



CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSIONIOF THEICEREMONY !

HAvINGItakenlthelregularistepithelCan.lislgivenithelSign.[
ThislhelisltoldirefersitolthelPenaltyloflhisiObligation,land!
noldoubtlitldoes,Ibutlitlalsolseemstolreferltolsomething!
muchlmorelstartling.[IThelpartlofithelbodylindicated’has!
alwayslbeenlregardedlaslanlimportantlocculticentre.llInl
somelstrangelway,thellawsloflwhichlarelbutllittlelunderl
stood,litlhaslalwayslbeenlassociatedlwith(thelphenomenal
knownlamongstlpsychiclstudentslasiMaterialisations.lJAs,|
however,[ thislsubject! liesl somewhat] outsidel ourl theme,!
welwillldiscussithelpointinolfurther.]

Butl alll our] penalties] havel al strikingl analogy! tol thel
legendl of] thel creationl ofl man] asl given! by! thel Hindool
sages.]! Froml Brahmal sprang! alll four! castes.l ] From[ Hisl
headlcamelthelBrahmins,ifromIHisIBreastithelKshatral,lorl
fightinglcaste,[fromIHisIBellylthelpeasants,landlfromIHis]
feetl thel Sudras.1[ Thel latterl werel notl truel Arians,l andl
werel notl twicelbornl men;linlotherl words,lonlyl thel firstl
threelcastesiwerelregardediasireallylanditrulyladmissiblel
tolthelTempleloflithelHighlGods,landlfreeltolparticipatelinl
Theirlworship.l

Itiwilll bel notedIthatlinlthisldegreel thel Signisuggests!
thel cuttingl offl ofl thel first] castel fromlthosel below.ll Thisl
Sign,! Bro. Major] Sanderson! suggests,! was! originally’ al
mantra,l orl magicl prayer,] whichl mustl bel mostl carefullyl
guardedifromlthelprofane.l

ThelTokenlappearsitolbelanlarbitrarylone,lalthoughlitl
may! possiblyl referl tol al certain] pillar.] ] Explanationsl of!
this,[ togetherlwithlthelmeaning,]derivation,landlsignifil
canceloflithelWord,larelreservediforlthelnextlvolume,ifor!
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reasonsiwhichlwilll bel obvious tolthoselentitledltol knowl
them.[

Noldoubt,however,]thelbasiclideal of!both! pillarland!
wordlisl phallic,]andl otherlinterpretations] havel evolved!
later.]

Havingl received] sign,l wordl andl token,] thel Can.l isl
warned! tol bel cautious! and! told] how! tol receivel al chall
lenge,lthen,lhavinglbeenlgivenistrength@olhelplhimlon’his!
way,[helislsentlforthlinlorderlthatithelimportantllessonioft
cautionmaylhelimplantedlinlhisimind.!

TheltestinglbylJ.W.landlS.W.larelobviouslyloflpracticall
use,lbutlllthinklthatlherelalsoltherelislanlinnerimeaning.[l
ThelBody andlSoulltestithe]Cand.[tolseelthatlthellessons]
havelbeenlwelllandltrulyllearnt;lalsoltherelseemsltolbelal
definitelastrologicallreference.!

Having! satisfiedl thesel importantl officers,l thel S.W.[
askslforlsomelspeciall markl oflfavour.ll Thatlis,1thel Soull
callsl onlthel Spirit,[ butl isl toldl thatl itl is] thel Soull whichl
mustl invest!thel regeneratel inanl withl thel outward[ signs!
oflithelchangelhelhaslundergone.l[ Thislpoint’haslalready!l
beenl mentioned,[ butl its] deepl significancel mustl notl bel
forgotten.[lItt mayltrulylbelsaidlthatlitlis]thelSI.W.lwhol
setslthelseallonlthelcandidate’slinitiation.land!proclaims{
himlaslatllengthlalmemberlofithelOrder.!

TheladdressloflthelS.W.land!thelsubsequentionelbylthel
Master,larelfairlylselflexplanatory.llButloneloritwolpoints]
deservelstressing.!

Thel referencel tol thel antiquityl ofl thel apron] refersl
mainly,lofl course,ltolitsluselamongl thel Operatives,landl
impliesitheldignityloflhonestllabour.l[Thelpresentiformlof!
ourlapronlisicomparativelylmodern,lbutitherelislevidencel
thatl ourl predecessors,l thel Comacinel Masons,] worel
apronsiwhenltheylmetlinlLodge,/andlapronslhavelhadlal
speciallsignificancelamongmanyireligiousisystems.['Thusl
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somel of] thel Chinesel gods! wearl aprons,! and! IT havel al
photoloflonel(theloriginallofiwhichlbelongsitolBro.lVince,!
ofl 10,1 Duke! Street)l and! thisl “God”isl making al certainl
highldegreelsign.ll Amongl thel ancientl races] ofl Americal
thel apron] was! alsol evidently] used! withl al religiousl
significancel (seel picturel ofl thel Toltecl Preserverl inl
“FreemasonrylandithelAncientlGods.”)l

Theladdresslofithel]W..M.llayslstresslonithelimportancel
ofinotlenteringlthelLodgeliflalbrotherlislatlvariancelwithl
another.[ ] Atl firstl sight! this! may’ seem! al somewhat! unl
necessarylcharge.lINormal,iwelllconductedigentlemenlarel
notllikelyltolstartlanlunseemlylwranglelinlLodge,levenlif]
theylarelatlenmity;{andishoulditwolmenlsolfariforgetithel
commonldecencieslofilifelasitoldolso, thelW.M.lhaslamplel
powerltoldealiwithithelsituation.l

Thelreallsignificancelofithelinjunction,lhoweverlislthatl
itlimpliesithatlthelmerelpresencelofitwolbrethreniwholarel
atl variancel willl disturbl thel harmonious] atmospherel ofl
thelmeeting.ll Thislislal purelylspirituallatmosphere,landl
thelbelieflthat’suchldisturbancelwouldloccuriwithoutlanyl
openldisagreement,lisicorrect.

Inlshort,[ suchl differencesl disturbl thel spirituall atmal
sphere,l prevent] concentration,] andl canl bel detected] by!
sensitivelindividuals.!

EverylLodgelhaslanl“atmosphereloflitsiown,”landlany!
sensitivel manl whol comes! tol itl canl detect!l it.[ [ Il havel
myself] noticed! thel different! “atmospheres”( of] various!
lodges,landlalsolvariationslinithatlofimylown.[

Toolmuchlregard thereforelcannotlbelpaiditolthisirule,l
andliflignoredithelLodgelwilllcertainlylsuffer.!

Thel Can.isl placed! inl thel Northeastl corner] ofl thel

Lodgelforlthelreasonlgivenlinlthelritual,lbutlitlislimporl
0
UItisIperhaps,ithough,beingloptimisticitolassumelyourmembershiplconl
sistslentirelylofl“normal,lwelllconductedigentlemen.”—IT.S.]I
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tant] tol remember! thatl hel himselfl is] buildingl hisl ownl
temple—alspirituallitempleltolthelglorylofilGod.!

WhyilshouldlthelcornerstonelbellaidlinlthelNortheast?
Thisl wasl forl al veryl practicall reason:l namely,] thatl thel
Operatives! couldl workl round] withl thel Sunl ,l andl thusl
obtainl thel maximumIamount! ofl light.l 1 Symbolically, itl
refers,loflcourse,ltoltheljourneylofithelsoul,lwhichlbegins!
inl thel North,[ enters! lifel atl thel East,] atl birth,] and! sol
procccdsitolthelWest,/whercldeathlendslouriday.l

Thel positionl inl which thel Can.[ standsl is! not] onlyl al
square,lthelemblemlofl rectitude,Jand]of]God,l butlatl thel
particular! pointl hel makes! al “lewis,”[ orl anglel clamp,!
whichl binds,] together! thel lifel whichl hasl been,! (inl thel
North)land! hisl[ futurellifel (in[thelEast).ll Inlphysicalllifel
thelNorthlislprelnatal,[lbutlinlthelspirituallitlisibeforelwel
turneditol betterl things.1] Abovelall,l suchlal clampl gives|
rigiditylandistrengthltolthelcorners,landlassuresistability.l
Itlwilllbelnotedlthatlthislpositionlinllikelmannerimakes(al
“footinglstone.”]

Theltestingloflthelcandidatelislexplained,/butlperhaps!
IToughtloncel moreltol remindl myl reader( thatlitl isl absol
lutelyl essentiall thatl wel shouldl leavel behindl us] thel
balefullgiftsiofithelunderworld,landithelcankerlofiwealth,!
whichldestroylspirituality.l

Thel lecturel onl thel workingl tools! explains! itself.[ [ It
appearsitolbelmainlyll8thicenturyiwork.!



CHAPTERIVIIL
THEICHARGE.!

WHENIthelCan.lhaslbeenlrestoreditolhislpersonalicomfort!
hel receivesl thel charge.ll Thelfirstlsignificant! pointlislthel
phrasel“Ancient,Inoldoubtlitlis,laslhavinglsubsistedlfrom!
timel immemorial.”] [ In] “Freemasonryl and! thel Ancientl
Gods”! Il havel endeavoured! tol showd thatl thisl phrasel isl
literally! true,] and! al strong! claim! canl bel madel that!
modernilFreemasonrylisithellinealldescendantlofithel Anl
cientlMysteries,vialthelRomanlCollegesloflArchitects,lthe]
ComacinelMasons,landlithelMediaevallFreemasons.!

Thel otherlsignificantl phrasel isl thatl relatingl tol “IThel
Ancient! Landmarks.”l I Muchl learned! discussion] hasl
takenl placelconcerningl whatltheselare.[lCommonlsensel
indicates(thelfollowinglpointslasiobviously fallinglwithin!
thisl heading,] whereasl manyl others! mayl bel mattersl off
opinion,lonlwhichlbrethrenlarelentitledltoldiffer.]

1.—ThelSigns,Wwords(and@okens.lIfl theselwerelchanged!
it] wouldl shatter] thel universalityl of]l Freemasonry,[ andl
preventloldimasonsirecognisinginewlones,lorimembersiofi
variousljurisdictionsldoinglso.llItimustlbelacknowledged!
thatl thel chargel madel byl thel Ancients! againstl thel
Moderns,ithatltheylhadiremovedithelAncientlLandmarks,!
wasl largelyljustified,/forltheylappearltolhaveltransposed]
thelwordslinlthelfirstlandlsecondidegrees.[Still,/apparent!
ly,[theyldidlnotlentirelylchangelthem.l

20&13.—Belief(in00GodCandCaFuturelLife.l I If] thesel arel
removed,] then! thel object] and! purposel ofl masonry isl
destroyed,l sincel itll isl thel “quest] ofl knowledgel of,l and!
unionlwith,/God.”llAgain, theleliminationlofithelidealoflal
futurellifelwouldldestroylthelteachingloflonelofithelmost!
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important! craft] degrees.t] [ If] thesel landmarks[ were! rell
moved, Freemasonrylwouldleitherlperish,lorlelselhaveltol
substitutelalnewlobject,lasithelGrandlOrientlofliFrancelhasl
done.ll Thisl havingl becomelatheistical,] had! tol turni mal
sonry! intol al secret! politicall society,! with! disastrousl
results.llHencelitlislthatthe!GrandILodgelofl Englandifelt!
compelledltolbreakioffifraternallrelationslwithithatlbody.!
4, —The[Order[0f[fheDegrees. [ Ifitheselwerelreversedlor!
changedlitiwouldlreducelthelwholelsystemltolnonsense.[l
Thel remainder] of] thisl address! isl fairlyl clearl asl itl
stands.[ [ It] contains] excellent] teaching,l thel meaning? ofl
whichl lies] onl] thel surface,l and! sol wel need[ spendl nol
furtherlspacelonlitlhere.l
Thelfirstltracinglboardlcontainslalgreat!deall oflusefull
instruction,lbutlitlislsolseldomlgivenlinimostllodgeslithat!
welwilllpasslitlby,lhopinglatl somel futureldateltolgivelitl
thelattentionlit’/deserves.l
Thelpurposelofitheseltracinglboardsiwilllbelexplained!
inlthelbookldealinglwithlthelsecondldegree,landiwelcan]
thereforeltakelleaveloflthelEntered]! Apprentice.ll Therelis]
nol pretencel thatl wel havel exhausted! thel subject,l muchl
morelcouldlbelwritten,!butlinlal smalllbook! likel thisthel
authorl mustl restrictl himself]l tol givingl anl outlinel
explanation,landlsuggestionslforistudy,linlthelhopelthat]
his! readers! willl follow! thel hints] given,] andl discover!
furtherlmeaningsiforithemselves.l

0
I[Maybel.l.l.Ibutlit'shouldlbelremembered that’H.A.ldied,lwaslburied,land!
stayedldead,/andl(afterlalcouplelofirelinterrals)buried..—T.S.]!



CHAPTERIVIIIL
THEICLOSINGIOFITHEIFIRSTIDEGREE.!

THEerfirst’degreelclosinglislremarkably’short,JandlitsImean(
inglis! fairlylclear.1 Thel candidatel hasl notl yetladvanced!
sufficientlylfarltolbelableltolappreciatelany!morelesotericl
teaching.[lHelislthereforelgivenlonelbrieflanditremendousl
lesson.l1ThelDestructivelsidelofithelDeitylislinvoked,landl
thelsamelofficer,littmustibelremembered,lislalsolthelSoul.

Thus,latlthelveryl beginninglofl hislsymbolicall career,!
thel novicelisl warnedlofl thelinevitablelend.ll Duringl thel
ceremony! ofl hisl initiation! thel factl has! beenl impressed!
uponlhimlthatlhisIspiritualladvancementlis! byl means]of!
hislsoul,li.e.lwhenlthel S.W.linvestsl himIwithl hislapron.[l
Nowl hel islwarnedl thatl thel samel soullwhichl may! helpl
himItolrise,/maylalsolcauselhisispiritualldestruction./But!
evenlmorelthislfactishouldishowlhimlthat,whenlhelhasl
learnedlallithatllifelcanlteachlhim,lthelSoul,lactinglonlthel
instructions! ofl God,] callsl himl tol otherl fields! off
usefulness.l

It] shouldl alsol bel noted] thatl thel S.W.I closesl inl thel
name] of? thel Greatl Architect,l andl byl commandl of] thel
W.M.,I thusl remindingl usl ofl Alphal andl Omega,. thel
BeginninglandithelEnd.[
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CONCLUSIONI

Thislthenlconcludeslourlconsiderationlofithelmeaninglof!
thel firstl degree.l [ Thel authorl hasl notl tried! tol bel exl
haustive,Jlandlwouldlstress!thel pointithat!usuallylhelhas!
onlyl attempted! tol givel onel esotericl meaning, althoughl
oftenl therel arel otherl innerl meanings,l eachl within] thel
other.llButl heltrustslhel willl havelhelpedlhislbrethrenitol
perceivel that] therel arel indeed! deep! and! invaluable!l
meaningslhiddenlwithinlourlritual,/andlthat’hislreaders,!
havingl once! started! on! this! linel of! study,] willl notl rest!
content! untill theyl themselves] havel discovered] further]
innermeanings.llIflthislbelso,thenlthisllittlelbooklwilllnot]
havelbeenlinivain.!
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AUTHOR’SIPREFACEI!

THoSE! whol have! read! thel firstl volumel ofl this] series,]
whichl dealsl withlthel E.A.l Degree,lwilll realizel thatl ourl
ceremonies] havel al deepl innerl meaning! and! teachl prol
foundl spirituall lessons] seldomi realised! byl thel averagel
Mason.]

Inlthelsecondlvolumelwelareldealinglwithitheldegreel
ofiLife,inlitslbroadestisense,ljustlaslinithelfirstidegreelwel
werel dealingl withl thel degreel of! birth,! andl as! lifel inl
realitylisleducationallforithelSoul,lwelarelnotlisurprised(tol
findl thatl throughoutl thel wholel degreel thel subjectl off
educationlisimorelorllessistressed.]

Welshould,lThowever,lrealizelthatleachl of theldegrees!
buildsl onl thel onel whichl hasl gonel before,l andl thel
ingenuityl withlwhichl thel lessonsl inculcated] inl thel first]
degree!l arel carriedl forward] and! developed! inl thel sucl
ceedingldegreeslislonelofithelmostlstrikinglcharacteristics]
offourlMasoniclritual.

Thisl isl truel notl onlyl of] thel obviousl exotericl morall
instructioniconveyedlinlthelceremonies, but’evenimorelof!
theldeeplmysticallandispiritualllessonsiwhichllielhiddenl
beneathlthelsurface.llForlexample,linlthelfirst'degreelwel
perceived! thatl thel steps] whichl ledl thel initiatel tol thel
Pedestall when! combined! withl that! whichl wel found!
thereonlsymbolicallylproducedithe]NameloflGod,landlinl
thel secondl degreel thel mainl lessonl isl thatl thel Brethren!
discoverlthelnameloflGodlinlthelMiddlelChamber,lwhilel
thel manner] of] approaching! thel Pedestall gives! usl thel
Divinelname,lwrittenl withl thel fivel letterslwhichldenotel
that'thelCreator’haslbecomelMessias, thelKing.lIThuslwel
learnlamonglotherllessonsithatlthelsecondl personloflthel
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TrinitylcomesIforthlfromlthelfirst.JWhenlwelcomeltolthel
booklwhichldealsl withlthel M.M.lwel shalll perceivel that!
that'degreellikewiselbuildsloniwhathasgonelbefore.l

Inl thel first] few!l years] ofl myl Masonicl career] I1utterly!
faileditolrealizeltheltremendouslimportancelofithelsecond!
degree,landl used! gliblyl tol sayl that,l whilel thel firstl andl
thirdl degreesl impressedl mel greatly,l andl hadl valuablel
lessonstolimpart,/thelsecondldisappointedimelbylitsllack!
ofidepthlandimysticaliteaching.lIManylbrethrenlhavelsaid!
practicallylthelsamelthingltolme,lbutl1Thavelcomeltolthel
conclusionithatlthoseloflusiwholthinklthislarelmistaken.
Thel truthl is! thatl thel reall innerl teachingl ofl thel second!
degreelisllesslobviousithanlthatlofithelfirstiandithird,lbutl
everylwhitl aslimportant,l andl untill onel hasl grasped! its]
fulllsignificancelonelhas!nolconception.oflthelwonderfull
symmetryloflour]Craftirituals.lInishort,/thelinterpretation!
ofl thel second! degreel forms! thel key! tol thel fulll interl
pretationlofithelthird.l

Itlis]tol impressi thisl factl onl mylBrethrenlthatl Il havel
writtenl thisl book,] andlinl particular! have!l laid] sol muchl
stresslonlthelmannerloflapproachinglthelMiddlelChamber,!
and! thel fulll Kabalisticl meaning] ofl thel Namel therel
discovered.!

Ittmustlneverlbelforgottenlthatlwhileltherelarelmean.
ingslwithinimeaningslinithelCraftlritual, Jallloflwhichlarel
important,] thel greatl lessonl ofl ourl system] is] thel Mysticl
Quest!l afterl God,l and! thell journeyl ofl thel Soull towardsl
unionlwithlitsICreator.]

Withl thesel briefl wordsl of? introduction! Il venturel tol
placel inl thel hands] of] my! Brethren! this! littlel volume,!
which,l whilel notl attemptingl tol bel exhaustive,! will,l I]
I

Y[Thislislanlallusionl tol thel Kabbasticl misispellingl ofl Jesus] orlJoshual as!
hichy,thelletterishinlinithelmiddlelofithelTetragrammatonloriJewishIName!l
oflGod.[—IT.S.]!






